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over, upon the objection of the Senator from 
Delaware, (Mr. Bayarp,] on the ground that he | 


sarticulars. 
ihe Judiciary Committee at the last session, by 
Mr. Williams, of New Hampshire. The objec- 
yon is waived upon an amendment by which the 
slowance is to be reduced from $5,000 to $2,500. 
The condition of the petitioner is such that he feels 


ynder the necessity of acquiescing in that reduction | 
With the consent of the Senate, | 


of the amount. 
inerefore, | ask that the bill may be taken up in 
oder that I may move that amendment, and have 
itnow acted upon. 

Mr. WALKER. Does it require unanimous 
onsent to consider the bill out of its order? 

The PRESIDENT. It does. 

Mr. TOUCEY. 
ynder objection. 


The PRESIDENT. That does not alter the | : 
|| desires that the bill should be withdrawn at pres- | 


ase. ‘The order is peremptory that we shall take 
yp the bills as they stand on the Calendar. 
Mr.WALKER. Let the Calendar be proceeded 
vith regularly. 
Mr. TOUCEY. 
Wisconsin to withdraw his objection. 


knew the circumstances. 

Mr. WALKER. 
kind to make, which I would press, but 1 prefer 
that we should go on in regular order. 

The PRESIDENT. Objection being made the 
bill cannot be taken up out of its order. 

SOPHIA KIRBY. 

The next bill on the Calendar was one for the 
lief of Sophia Kirby, which had been reported 
om by the Committee on Pensions adversely. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the adverse re- 
pert of the committee be concurred in. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was, 
therefore, rejected. 


CONTINUANCE OF HALF-PAY. 


endar is ‘* a bill ia addition to an act entitled ‘ an 
act to continue half pay to certain widows and 


orphans.’ ’” 

Mr. WELLER. Is that a private bill ? 

Mr. EVANS. It seems to me that it is not a || 
private bill. 


The PRESIDENT. It appears to be a bill 
general in its provisions. 

Mr.CLAY. The Senate, the other day, over- 
riled, I think, several such decisions made by the 
then incumbent of the Chair. 


The PRESIDENT. The Senate on last Friday |) 


lecided that this was not a private bill, and it has 
been accidentally put in the file of private bills. 
Mr. CLAY. Some subsequent decisions were 
made overruling that, and I think it was con- 
cuded that this was a private bill. 
The PRESIDENT. [I will submit the question 


bea private bill or not. 

Mr. CLAY. I will state that the bill provides 
fora certain class of widows and orphans of the 
Army, and | think it is much more important than 
many which are passed here. It will save the 
hecessity of considering many separate bills. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair decides that is 
hota private bill. Does the Senator appeal from 


that decision ? 
Mr. CLAY. I will not take an appeal. 
Mr. STUART. I understand that the bill only 


covers three or four cases on which the Com- 


mittee on Pensions concluded to act favorably, | 


but a thought it would be better to reporta 
bill app ying to the whole of the class. It is ver 
important that it should be passed, and | will as 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to take it up 
how. If it is not to be passed, the committee cer- 
‘ainly ought to abandon it, and report separate 
bills in each of the cases. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator appeal 
tom the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. 


49 


I only ask the 


‘onsidered the amount of it too large. The case | 
a very hard one, but I will not go into the | 
It isa bill which was reported from | 


It was laid over last Friday, | 


I appeal to the Senator from | 
I am sure || 
he would consent to the passage of the bill if he || 


I havean appeal ofthesame || 


— consent of the Senate to consider the 
ill. 

_Mr. SEWARD. 1 join in that appeal. Ifa 
single bill for the relief of one of these widows or 
orphans was presented here, the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate would be given to take it up. 

The PRESIDENT. Is there any objection to 
the consideration of the bill? 

Mr. EVANS. I object. 

Mr. STUART. Then I hope the Committee 
on Pensions will report separate bills for each case 
covered by the bill, so that we can act on them. 


JOSEPH NOCK. 


six hundred and forty acres, to be taken by legal 


| subdivisions so as to include his improvements, 


The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- | 


|| endar is one reported from the Committee on the 
— and Post Roads, for the relief of Joseph 
Nock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is withdrawn. 

Mr. PRATT. By whom? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The applicant himself 


ent. I reported the bill. 
The PRESIDENT. What disposition will the 
Senate make of the bill? It must be disposed of. 


table. 

The motion was agreed to, 

JOHN SHLY’S PATENT. 

The Senate next considered, as in Committee 
of the Whole, the bill to extend the patent here- 
tofore granted to John Shly, of the State of Geor- 
gia. ee 
| It proposes to direct the Commissioner of Pat- 

ents to meke to the executors or administrators of 
Shly, who is now dead, a certificate of extension for 





Mr. BRODHEAD. I move that it lie on the | 


| 


fourteen years, of the patent granted to Shly on | 
the 27th of October, 1836, for an improvement on | 
|| the saw cotton-gin, and its application to picking | 


and breaking wool, ginned or seedless cotton, and 
| for dislodging or cleaning them from burrs, briars, 
| or any other substance which may prevent their 


and to directa patent to be issued to him, after a 
legal survey, under the direction of the surveyer 
general for the State; but it is to amount only te 
a relinquishment of title on the part of the United 
States. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims say 
that the only evidence before them is a report sub- 
mitted on the 20th January, 1852, by Mr. Downs, 
in which he states that the petitioner represents, 
and the evidence sustains his averment, that, 
twenty-three years since, he settled on and im- 

| proved a tract of land in the Bastrop claim, in 
Louisiana, and has resided on and cultivated it 
ever since, that long previously to his settlement, 


|, the land had been sold by the grantee to Ballinger, 


who, after having made some improvements on 
it, abandoned it and left the country, and has not 
been heard of since, nor has any agent or heirs 
appeared, or been heard of, to act for him; that, in 
consequence of this absence, he has not been able, 
as he intended to do, to purchase the title of Bal- 
linger, but that he has held peaceable and unin- 
terrupted possession long enough to give hima 
title by prescription against all claimants, except 
the United States, under the laws of Louisiana; 
that an act of Congress, passed 3d March, 1851, 
intended, among other things, to give a donation 
claim to such settlers, for over twenty years, as 
he is, but that it has been decided not to embrace 
his case, because he has not a written title from 
3allinger, holding under the original grantee; that 
he was a pioneer in the wilderness when he settled 
this place, on which, by his own laborand that of 
his family raised on it, he has made considerable 
improvements; that he is now old and infirm, and 
prays that he may be confirmed in his title to the 
land to the extent of six hundred and forty acres, 
the quantity granted by the act of the 3d March, 
1851, to otherclaimants under the grant, who have 


'| occupied and cultivated the land for more than 


| being carded or dyed; and also for the mixing of | 


process. 
Mr. GEYER. I should like to hear the report 

| in that case. 

| Mr. DAWSON. 


It is a bill which I reported 


| Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. GEYER. 1 withdraw the call for the read- 
ing of the report. 


this machine for his own manufacturing establish- 
ment, unfortunately died just before the ume when, 
| under the existing laws, he should have applied 


patent extended. The period limited by law ex- 


| taken out upon his estate. This bill is merely to 
_ remedy that defect. 


Judge Shly. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN ERVIN. 
The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- 





to a certain tract of land in the Bastrop claim. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I perceive that that is an 
adverse report. 
Mr. WELLER. 
port be concurred in. 


I move that the adverse re- 





Mr. CLAY. 
| reports we shall have them all coming up again 
| at the next session. 


Mr. BADGER. I desire to hear the report of | 
I wish to know the grounds | 


} the committee read. 
| on which the adverse report is made. 
The Secretary accordingly read the report. 


| The object of the bill is to confirm John Ervin 


| in his title to the land on which he resides in the 
parish of Morehouse, Louisiana, to the extent of || 


ton and wool dy fe ing | 
The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- || oton an4 woo! together ready for the carding 


| from the Committee on Patents; and 1 think I can | 
| state the facts in a manner which will satisfy the | 


ir. DAWSON. Judge Shly, the inventor of | 


twenty years. 

Whilst the committee are willing to admit the 
facts, as stated in the report of Mr. Downs to be 
true, they dissent from the conclusions. This case 
does not come within the spirit, or the letter, of 
the act of 3d March, 1851, granting six hundred 
and forty acres ‘* to all bona fide claimants by pur- 
chase from De Bastrop, or those claiming under 
him, where the land has been occupied and culti- 
vated for twenty years.”” The very basis of such 
grant must be the purchase from De Bastrop, or 
those holding under him; in this case, the peti- 
tioner was a trespasser upon the land and the 
rights of Ballinger, the grantee of De Bastrop, if 
| the title had been in the original grantee; and, 





at the Patent Office for the purpose of having his | 


| pired before letters of administration could be | 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


| endar is one to confirm the claim of John Ervin || 


SeveralSenators. Let the bill be passed over. || 
if we pass over these adverse || 


therefore, the petitioner held adversely to Ballin- 
|| ger, and could not be entitled to the benefits de- 
rived under that part of the act of 3d March, 1851. 
|| The committee are of opinion that expediency and 


It is to do what would have || justice alike forbid this confirmation, since great 


|| been d t the Patent Office but for the death of 
to the Senate, if it is desired, to say whether this | aa oe ee 


injustice would be done te other claimants sim- 
ilarly situated; they are only entitled, by virtue ef 
their preémption, to enter one hundred and sixty 
acres, when it is proposed, in this case, to confirm 
six hundred and forty acres to the petitioner with- 
eut the payment of the purchase money; and they 
do not feel authorized to make such a discrimina- 


tion. 
Mr. BADGER. The question, I presume, is 
| on the bill? 
The PRESIDENT. The question is, ‘‘ Shall 
| the bill be engrossed for a third reading ?”’ 
It was decided in the negative; so the bill was 
rejected. 


MARGARET A. COPLEY. 


|| The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is one for the relief of Margaret A. Copley, 
of the State of Louisiana, which has also been re- 
ported on adversely by the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. Its object is to allow Margaret A. 
Copley to enter a tract of land in Louisiana, not 
exceeding three hundred and twenty acres, at the 

| price of $1 25 per acre. 

George W. Copley purchased at sheriff’s salea 


‘ 


; 


hI 
yi 


ap 
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parcel of land, situated upon Bayou Bartholomew, 
in the parish of Morehouse, Louisiana. [ie was 
execution plaintiff, and the execution defendant 


was Alexander D. Peck. In 1845 the collectors 
of taxes seized and levied upon the land for the 
taxes due for 1844, which was assessed in the 


name of Lambeth & Thompson, non-residents of 
the parish, and was described as being situated 
on the Bayou Bartholomew, and containing eight 
hundred acres; and on the 5th of May, 1545, the 
collectors sold one hundred acres of the tract to 
Peck for $7 84, being the amount of taxes and 
costs upon the whole of the tract for 1944, from the 
said collector of taxes. 

The lands are situated within the De Bastrop 
grant, and it does not appear from whom Lam- 
beth & Thompson held their title, nor that Peck | 
held any title or made any claim to any other 
lands than the one hundred acres so purchased at 
tax sale. The sheriff, however, levied upon and 
sold the whole of the eight hundred acres as the 
property of Peck, who also joined in the deed of | 
tlie sheriff. These lands, lying within the De | 
Bastrop grant, were Government lands, and con- 
sequently were not liable to taxation; hence the | 
sale of one hundred acres to Peck for taxes was | 
of no legal effect. Yet admitting that he wentinto 
possession under color of title, the most that he 
could claim was the one hundred acres. 

I'rom the fact that Peck joined in the deed to 
the execution plaintiff, thereby representing him- 
self as the owner of the whole tract, and still con- 
tinuing in the possession thereof, it does vee as 
if there was some collusion and fraud between 
Copley and Peck. If Lambeth & Thompson are 
the grantees of De Bastrop, or those who derived | 
title under him, and can Sian themselves within | 
the requirements of the act of 1851], it is evident | 
that they would have the right to enter the lands | 
as against all other persons whatever. The bill 
under consideration grants the right to Margaret | 
A. Copley to enter the said lands atthe minimum | 
price of public lands. 

The committee are of opinion that manifest 
injustice would be done to others in the passage 
of this bill. They therefore recommend that it 
do not pass. 

The question being taken, the bill was rejected. |, 

L. E. L. A. LAWSON. 

The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is one for the relief of L. E. L. A. Law- 
son, sole surviving heiress of General Eleazer W. | 
Ripley, deceased, which has been reported on | 
adversely by the Committee on the Judiciary. 





The bill proposes to direct the Secretary of || 


War to cause the accounts of the late General E. | 
W. Ripley with the Government, to be audited 
and settled, and to cause to be paid to L. E. L. A. 
Lawson, his sole surviving heiress, such sum as 
may be found due her late father, according to the 
principles of equity and justice, not to exceed 
$14,726 12, being the balance due by the United 
States as found bya verdict in favor of the said | 
Ripley at the May term, 1835, of the district court 
of the United States for the eastern district of 
Louisiana. 

While General Ripley was employed in the 


military service as major general of the south- || 


western division, he had devolved upon him im- | 
portant duties, independent of his proper com- 
mand. Among other functions, he was required | 
to discharge the duties of quartermaster and dis- | 
bursing officer of his division. After his resig- || 
nation, In 1822, the Government instituted suits || 
against him to have his accounts settled. These || 
suits being consolidated, the General pleaded || 
against the Government a discount. ‘The items 
of the set-off thus pleaded, consisted of claims | 
against the Government for commissions on | 
money disbursed as quartermaster, and for other 
services not falling within the proper sphere of | 
his command as major general. 

The case was submitted to a jury, and, by 
their verdict, they found that the Government || 
was indebted to General Ripley $3,000. A second |, 
trial was had, in which General Ripley filed a | 
claim, as part of his discount, of $6,000, alleged | 
to be due him as a pension from the Govern- || 
ment. On the trial, the jury found a verdict for | 
him of $20,000. An appeal was taken to the || 





! 


Supreme Court, mainly to decide the question 
whether the $6,000 allowed as a pension was a 
proper item of discount. 





Before the court had 


} 





| a favorable report on the claim submitted. Under 


‘great merit in it. 
shall prejudice it, and I move, therefore, to post- || 


| now, by unanimous consent, to take up a bill 


decided the question, Congress allowed the pen- 
sion to General Ripley; and thereupon the ac- 
counts of General Ripley were ordered to be bal- 
anced and settled at the Treasury. His daughter 
now says that there are still $14,000 due her 
father’s estate, and coming to her as his only 
heir. 

In no legal point of view can the verdict be re- 
garded as valid against the Government, so as to 
impose upon it an obligation to pay it as authori- 
zing any judgment. It is admitted that no judg- 
ment can be entered upon it; and then the ques- 
tion occurs, can or oughtit to be regarded as such 
evidence of a claim against the Government as to 
call upon it to allow :t? Such a verdict is not like 
the decision of auditors, setting forth the grounds 
upon which it was founded. If so, the committee 
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would have felt bound to review the grounds of | 


the decision, and, in passing on them, to have 
allowed or disallowed them. 

A majority of the committee have come to the 
conclusion that it would be an unsafe practice for 
the Government to allow claims founded on ver- 
dicts setting up discounts beyond the amount 
claimed by the Government. The Judiciary Com- 
mittee have repeatedly refused to recognize such | 
proceedings as sufficient evidence upon which 
they would allow such claims. Such verdicts 
may be necessary in fact, and sometimes may be 
dictated from considerations which should not 
bind the Government. Such considerations may 
be honorable to the feelings of the jury, in refer- | 
ence to the merits of parties before them, but 
may not always be in accordance with the sterner 
dictates of justice, as to the matter of litigation. 
Atany rate, the Government has pot delegated to 


appropriations of money when acting beyond the 
sphere of its legitimate province. 
The committee have not come to a conclusion 


that the memorialist is entitled to nothing from || 
the Government in right of her father’s services; | 


but they have determined that the evidence before 
them is not sufficient to authorize them to make 


these views, they report that it is inexpedient to 
allow the memorialist’s claim for $14,000. 
The bill was rejected. 


COLT’S PATENT. 


The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- | 


endar is one ‘‘authorizing the Commissioner of || 


Patents to grant an extension of his patent to 


Samuel Colt, a citizen of the United States, for an || 


improvement in fire-arms.”’ 

Mr. STUART. I reported this bill from the | 
Committee on Patents, but I suppose it is of no | 
use to seek to pass it through Congress at this 
session; and yet I think the bill is one that has 
| wish rothing done which 


pone its further consideration until Friday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
EDISTO ISLAND VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the Senate 


which | reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, *‘ for the relief of Whitemarsh B. Sea- 
brook, Joseph Whaley, and others, officers and | 
members of the Edisto Island Company of the 
State of South Carolina.’?’ WhenI make astate- 
ment of the case, | am sure no Senator will object 
to the consideration of the bill. In the first slaen 
it is a claim from some citizens of South Carolina, 
and I believe it is the first claim I have ever seen 
—— by citizens of South Carolina since | 

ave been a member of thisSenate. It is entitled, 
I think, to some consideration on that ground. 
In addition, one of the Senators from South Caro- 
lina is somewhat indisposed, and I hope the Sen- 
ate, as a matter of courtesy to him, will allow me 
to call up the bill, and have it acted on now. It 
is to pay for the services of a company of volun- 
teers in the war of 1812 who never received a cent. 

Mr. SEWARD. I should be very glad to 
accede to the request, but I have been waiting all 
the morning for the purpose of calling up a bill for 
the relief of a widow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This is a harder 
case than that, for it embraces nine or ten widows. 
I will agree to take up the Senator’s bill after this 
shall be disposed of. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well, I will not object. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 


February 16, 


second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to direct the Secreta 
of War to audit and settle? upon terms of equit 
and justice, the claims of Whitemarsh B, Ber 
brook, Joseph Whaley, and others, officers and 
members of the Edisto Island Company, of the 
State of South Carolina, for compensation for their 
military services in the war of 1812, and for reim. 
bursement for money expended by them durins 
that war in erecting two fortifications at Edisto 
inlet, in that State; but the claim for Military 
services is not to exceed the the sum of $54.05, 
and that for reimbursement is not to exceed the 
sum of $47,368 01. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 should like to hear the report 


| of the committee in this case. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the Senator wil! 
withdraw the call.for the report, I will state, in q 
few words, the facts of the case. In the war of 
1812 this company was organized, and it wag 
mustered into the service of the United States on 
the 12th of July, 1512. It served during the whole 
war, and rendered very efficient service, being in 
two or three ervagements with the enemy, and 
capturing two or three of their little vessels. The 
company was composed of men of comfortable 
means, to say the least, if not those in independ- 
ent circumstances; they, therefore, made no claim 
whatever upon the Government. The papers 
show that they never received a cent for their ser- 
vices. ‘They were under the orders of the Govy- 
ernment, and fought during the whole war; but, 
being in independent circumstances, they made 
no demand for compensation. Since that time, 


| changes have come over them. Some of them 





| 
| 


| 





| nothing for the time. 


| fort. 


| have become poor, and the representatives of 
such a tribunal the power of deciding on the || 


others are dependent on themselves for support, 


_and they come in now and ask the Government 


to settle their account, and pay them for their ser- 
vices. The records,in the Department show that 
they were regularly mustered into service and 
served during the whole war, but never received 
a cent of pay. 

Mr. CLAY. There is one feature in this bill 
which strikes me as original and unprecedented, 
and that is the provision to pay these officers for 
building a fort. If they have not been paid for 
their services during the war, I say pay them by 
all means—pay them liberally; but it seems to 
me, that no such proposition has ever been heard 
of before, as that of swelling their compensation, 
by paying them for building a fort. I have always 
thought that to build forts was part of the duty of 
an officer, and I have yet to learn that he is enti- 


| tled to extra compeasation for this discharge of 


duty, which is as much incumbent on him as is 
the duty of leading his men into battle. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I can satisfy my 
friend from Alabama on that point, as I have 


looked into this question very fully. This com- 


pany was organized when the enemy were ap- 


| proaching the harbor of Charleston, and the com- 


manding officer, Colonel Bloodgood, issued his 
order to the captain of this company to proceed at 
once to the erection of a fort. The men did so, 
and the only claim they make is for their actual 


| expenditures in erecting that fort, and the mate- 


rials which they furnished and had to procure. 
Every one familiar with that part of the country, 
knows that there was no timber on the land which 
they could use, and they had to procure it else- 
where. A voucher for every single item in each 
account is to be presented to the Department 
before one dollar will be paid. The object is to 
reimburse the actual expenses in erecting the fort 
under the orders of the commander of that divis- 
ion. 

Mr. BADGER. Not to pay them for their 
time ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No; they charge 
They were in actual service 
during the whole war. This is to pay the actual 
expense under which they were in erecting the 
There are twenty similar cases which have 
heretofore been allowed. They ask for the cost 
of the material, and the means of getting it there, 
and putting it up. 

Mr. BUTLER. I, perhaps, ought to say a word 
or two in relation to this case. I know pretty nearly 
all the gentlemen living on Edisto Island. It is 
an island known as the Long Staple Island—more 
remarkable for that than any other thing. It is 
inhabited by gentlemen of fortune, and, at that 
time, gentlemen distinguished for their public spurt, 
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of refusing to apply either to the State treasury, or the lute. They have not sought revenge or private My honorable friend—if he will permit me so to 
7 pederal Treasury for pay- It was rather a mat-_ satisfaction, and the offenders cannot be appre- | call him—excepts from his general expression of 
y er of pride with them. They come now, however, hended and brought to trial. | respect for me what he is pleased to call my 
1. ys a matter of justice, like others who have received Mr. CHASE. This case involves some very | fanaticism. 1 might except his fanaticism on the 
d say on the same ground. My father was com- | grave considerations, and | hope it will be post- || other side, from my expression of respect for him. 
e manding general at the time, and perhaps I might || poned. | But, sir, I do not think that our respective opinions 
ir speak a little more definitely on the point, if I Mr. BADGER. Indicate them. | on acertain great question ought to be drawn into 
1. were to refer to his order-books. I know they Mr. CHASE. One is, whether this case comes debate here in this form. I hold certain constitu- 
° received orders from him, for I have seen them in | within the provision of the intercourse law; and | tional views of the subject of slavery, a matter of 
0 his order-books. the other is in regard to the propriety of the Gov- | grave moment, vastly important to the people of 
y The bill was reported to the Senate without ernment of the United States paying for property | this country. Those constitutional views of mine 
I, smendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | in human beings. are not peculiar to myself. ‘They are shared by 
e reading, read the third time, and passed. Mr. BADGER. I hope it will not be post- | thousands and hundreds of thousands of people 
W. IRVING. poned. | in the free States. They are not decaying or 
t Mr. SEWARD. I ask the Senate now to take Mr. CHASE. I move that the further consid- || dying out. They spread and grow stronger day 
op House bill for the relief of W. Irving. eration of the bill be postponed until Friday next. | by day. 1 hope to live—and if my life shall be 
! ‘Mr. BADGER. Does not that require unani- Mr. SEBASTIAN. This bill was reported by | protracted to the ordinary limits of human exist- 
. mous consent? myself from the Committee on Indian Atfairs, and | ence, I believe I shall live—to see them sanctioned 
f The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; it requires unan- I believe that the Senator from Ohio has once or | by the highest courts and recognized in the legisla- 
; ‘nous consent to take up the bill out of its order. || ‘Wice before objected to its consideration. tion and administration of the country. 
” Mr. BADGER. Then I object. I have no ob- Mr. CHASE. Never before. So much, sir, for my fanaticism. All I now 
. ection to the Senator’s particular bill, but if that Mr. SEBASTIAN. | I understood the Senator desire is, that this bill may be postponed until 
1 js taken up, we Shall have no end to these appea!s = ete oe na Friday. Friday next. I do not know that I shall then 
{ » our courtesy, and I wish to get on with the reg- ,. Mr- © JASE. That was when a single objec- | have a single word to say in debate upon it. My 
, jar order of business. oe — it over. a objected to it, ee is that I shall a — to say, = 
. ; ecause it would give rise to debate. | L ask for the postponement the reasons whie 
; OVERTON LOVE AND JOHN GUEST. Mr. SEBASTIAN. There is no novel question | I have casted ot se 
The next bill on the Calendar was one reported in this bill, and I hope it will not be postponed. Mr. BADGER. I desire to say, sir, in ex- 
' by the Committee on Indian Affairs; for the relief Mr. CHASE. I ask for the yeas and nays on |, planation of the inquiry which I put, that the 
i { Overton Love and John Guest, of the Chicka- the motion to postpone. || honorable Senator from Ohio has just stated pre- 
saw nalion; which was considered as in Commit- The yeas and nays were ordered. | cisely what I supposed. He proposes to post- 
ee of the Whole. 4 Mr. CHASE. Before the vote is taken on the | pone this bill, not that he wants to look into it 
It proposes to pay $2,400 to Love, and $1,300 motion to postpone, I wish simply tosay that my || with a view of relieving any doubts on his mind 
; to Guest, or to his legal representatives, the attention has not been particularly directed to this || whether he ought to vote for it or not; and that is 
value respectively of certain slaves, their prop- case. I was not aware that it was coming up. || the very purpose for which I put the inquiry. 
: erty, forcibly seized and carried away from within — It is quite true that, on the last private bill day, | He says this is a bill to pay persons who claim 
the Chickasaw country by certain white persons understanding from a Senator near me that it || property in human beings, and upon that subject 
from the State of Texas. would give rise to debate, | objected to its consid- || he has certain constitutional opinions shared by 
5 Mr. SUMNER. Let the report be read. eration at that time; but [ was not then aware of | himself and by thousands of others, as he says, 
The Secretary accordingly read the report, from the precise character of the bill; nor am I certain || the number and the strength of the opinion in- 
) which it appears that some time in the month of | that I fully comprehend it now. I desire time to || creasing day byday. Then, if we postpone it to 
| December, 1847, or January, 1848, a band of nine || consider it; I wish to look into the report and bill || next Friday, the honorable Senator will observe, 
or ten armed men from ‘Texas, crossed Red river || more carefully than is possible at this moment. I | his convictions against the bill will only be in- 
and forcibly took from the premises of Love four | hope, therefore, the bill will be postponed. creased, and as his vote ‘‘no’’ will be just the 
of his slaves, named Patrick, Malinda, Lucinda, Mr. BADGER. I will ask the Senator from || same now as a week hence, why postpone the 
and Susan, the right to which he acquired from Ohio whether he has any doubt at all about his | bill? He has no doubts to solve; his mind is 
, a devise of Nancy Guest to his wife. At the | final course on the bill? Because, if he has not, it || made up. 
same time and place they also seized and abducted _ is useless to postpone it. || Mr. CHASE. I am in.hopes that I shall be 
, their Slaves named Harriet, and her infant, and a Mr. CHASE. I do not know but that it is pre- | able to satisfy my friend from North Carolina by 
{ boy named Andy, the property, under the same | determined here that every bill which provides for |, next Friday. 
will, of John Guest, a minor and brother of Mrs. payment for slaves, no matter what may be the Mr. WELLER. I do not think it probable. 
: Love. ‘The value of the slaves, according to the merits of the particular case, shall be passed ||) Mr. CHASE. It may be improbable, but it is 
r lowest rate established by depositions before In- | through the Senate. | not impossible that I shall satisfy him by next 
: dian agent Smith, was for those of Love, $2,400, Mr. BADGER. That was not my question. | Friday, that he ought not to vote for the bill. 
f and for those of Guest, $1,300. These slaves | I asked tire Senator from Ohio whether he had| Mr. BADGER. I am decidedly of opinion that 
3 were the property of Chickasaw Indians, and were || any reason to suppose that, afterany examination, | the Senator cannot convince me of that, for if any 
taken from their possession in the Chickasaw dis- | he could vote for the bijl; whether he had not made || man steals my negroes, | think | ought to be paid 
y trict of the Choctaw nation. The factswereduly | up his mind, at all hazards, to vote against it ? | for them. 
e communicated to the Commissioner of Indian Mr. CHASE. All that I have to say in answer || Mr. MALLORY. I desire to avoid the denial 
\ Affairs, and the case was referred to the Solicitor || to that question is that if, upon examination, I shall || of a request so reasonably made, which we are in 
‘ of the Treasury, who instructed the district attor- || be satisfied that it violates no constitttional prin- |, the habit of granting daily; but I have not heard 
" ney of Texas to institute civil proceedings in the | ciple, and provides only for paying a just claim,I[ || from the Senator from Ohio a reason satisfactory 
9 district court of the United States for that State, || shall vote for it. 


against the offenders. A report from the district 
altorney, after great delay, disclosed the fact that 
the defendants were all irresponsible, and either 
dead or fled to California or Mexico, and beyond 
the reach of process. The suit was, therefore, 
abandoned. The slaves were removed to parts 
unknown, and have never been recovered. The 
owners have not only not resorted to any violence 


Mr. BADGER. Has the Senator not made up | 


his mind that it is not constitutional? 
Mr. CLAY. I wish to ask the Senator from | 


i 


Ohio if he doubts whether this case is within the | 


Indian intercourse act of 1834? y 


Mr. CHASE. I certainly do. 
Mr. CLAY. Well, Mr. President, I can see 


no question whatever as to its being within the |, 


intercourse act. 


to govern me in voting for this postponement. I 
wish, therefore, to ask him simply, whether, if 
this question be narrowed down to the recognition 
of human beings as property, and the liability te 
pay for slaves as a consequence, he will vote for 
the bill so recognizing them. If the delay is asked 
for simply to ascertain that fact, as the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina says, | see no reason 
for delay, though I feel disinclined to vote against 


or retaliation, but have patiently awaited the result 


It seems to me to come not only | 
of tedious and ineffectual legal proceedings for 
) 


within the spirit but within the letter of that act. | 
But the question which the Senator from Ohio has |) 
raised is as to the right of property in human | 
beings. I would, under ordinary circumstances, 
extend this courtesy to theSenator. For him, per- | 
sonally, I have really sincere respect; but for his | 


a request of this character. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall vote with the honor- 
able Senator from Ohio to postpone this question 
until next Friday, and I do so simply upon the 
| ground that [ understand from’him that he desires 

to examine the subject, in order to be heard upon 
it—whether to satisfy himself or convince others 


redress. They now ask that the United States 
pay the value of the property, as prescribed in the 
sixteenth section of the intercourse law of 1834. 

It is said that the property was taken under 
some pretext of a claim—a pretext which is scarce- | 





ly plausible, even when the character of the offend- 
ers, and their final concealment of the property 
and of themselves is considered. Such a claim, 
if honestly entertained, could not otherwise pal- 
liate the act, than to reduce the guilt of the parties 
from a larceny or robbery to a trespass. ‘The 


property had been in the peaceable possession of | 


the claimants and of the testator who bequeathed 
it to them; and the seizure of it by strong hand, 


without legal process, and within the territories of | 


anation with whom the United States were, and 
ever have been at peace, was, to say the least, an 
offense or misdemeanor, and, therefore, within a 
class of cases for which that act provides. The 
other conditions of the act have been fulfilled, and 


heir right to the payment is now clear and abso- | 





| fanaticism I confess I have none. 


that we differ ‘* widely as the polls asunder’’ on 
that subject, and as that is the only point on which 


| we can differ in respect to this question, I must be | 
| guilty of apparent discourtesy in voting against 


the proposition to postpone. 
Mr. CHASE. I am very sorry that the Senator 


| from Alabama, for whom I cherish all the respect 


which he expresses for me—respect entirely un- 
feigned and sincere—happens to have so fixed an 


_ opinion that this case is within the principle of the 
| Indian intercourse law, that he feels himself bound 


to insist that the bill must be acted on at the mo- 
ment, without allowing to me that time for exam- 
ination which the courtesy of the Senate ordinarily 
secures to any Senator who desires it. 


AsI know || 


|| my own on the bill. 








is immaterial to me. It isa courtesy every day 
and every hour asked, and every day and every 
| hour granted. Atthe same time, [ do not support 
the motion with any reference to any opinion of 
I am prepared to vote on it 
| now, just as I shall be prepared to vote then, but 
| lL am in favor of the postponement, because 1 
| think it is a courtesy due to the Senator from 
| Ohio, and the question is one of sufficient magni- 
tude to authorize him in asking it. 

Mr. DAWSON. In regard to the point of 
courtesy, let me say, that we have now reached a 
| period of the session when the postponement of 
| the bill until next Friday will destroy all proba- 
| bility of its passage. Senatorial courtesy is not 
| intended for the purpose of placing in the hands of 
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a eingle Senator a control on the action of the 
body, by a request to postpone a measure, in 
order that he may be heard, or in order that he 
may investigate it. We are now winding up 
the present session. Under any other circum- 
stances | would cheerfully grant the time; but I 
consider it now as in the light of nothing buta 
defeat of the bill. It is but one mode of reaching 
the result which the Senator desires—the defeat 
of the bill; and I shall, therefore, vote against the 
ostponement, but I beg him to understand, that 
Pao 80 not from any want of courtesy at all. — 
Mr. ADAMS. I discover, by examination, 
thnt this bill was reported from the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs on the 30th day of May, at the last | 
session. Without intending any disrespect for 
the Senator from Ohio, or any other gentleman, [ 
must say that when Senators have had that length | 
of time to investigate a question in which they 
feel an interest, and have not done it, it is no dis- | 


respect, in my opinion, to vote against postponing || 


the mensure, if my mind is made up. If the Sen- 


ator could not make up his mind, could not be | 


prepared, from the 30th day of May last year, to 
the present time to vote on the bill, giving him a 
a now could hardly be considered a courtesy. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, there is no 
Senator on this floor to whom, on a mere question 
of courtesy, | would sooner yield than to the hon- | 
orable Senator from Ohio. His own course to | 
every Senator would certainly always demand that 
at my hands. 
Mr. BADGER. That is true. 
Mr. BAYARD. But, sir, there are questions 
of amuch higher character than those of courtesy, | 
to which courtesy must necessarily give way. I | 
apprehend that if this bill contained a provision 
to pay for any other property than slaves, there 
would have been no objection to its passage. I 
draw that conclusion from the general remarks of 
the honorable Senator from Ohio. His object, 
therefore, if we are to havea discussion on the bill 
on next Friday, is to bring up a debate involving 
the question of slavery and the obligations of the 
Constitution in relation to it. I do not mean, 
under any circumstances, unless they are inevit- || 
able, ever to agree, by my vote, on courtesy or || 
any other ground, to sanction such an agitation | 
in the Senate of the United States, while [ am a || 
member of the body; because I think such agita- || 
tions tend to the destruction of the Union,and, if || 
not prevented, will ultimately end in the destruc- | 
tion of the Union, Sir, 1 regret to say that if the 
honorable Senator from Ohio be right in his sup- 
osition that, at a future day, the opinions which 


e entertains in reference to the constitutional | 


questions connected with the institution of slavery 
shall be recognized by the courts of the United 
States, or in the legislation of this country, they 
will be recognized as existing over a broken Union | 
and a dissevered people. 
Mr. CHASE, Mr. President, I feel very much | 
indebted to the Senator from Delaware for the 
kind terma in which he has expressed himself in | 
regard to me. I must further ask the indulgence | 


of the Senate while i respond frankly to the ques- || 


tion of the Senator from Florida, which was put 
in a manner that certainly demands a courteous 
and prompt answer from me. As at present ad- | 
vis 


meaning of the Indian intercourse law. I state 


that distinctly and explicitly. But! say, also, || 


that thie bill presents another and distinct ques- | 
tion. It is this: Can those Senators even, who | 
regard slaves as property within the meaning of | 
the Constitution and the Indian intercourse ee 

vote for this bill as a measure falling within the 

principle and provisions of that law? I have had 

occasion, heretofore, to discuss questions of this | 
nature somewhat at large, upon a proposition to 
indemnify certain citizens of Alabama for Indian | 
depredations in Alabama. I doubt whether, even | 
if slaves Ought to be paid for at all, this bill could | 
be vindicated upon the principles which govern | 
our intercourse with the Indian tribes. Certainly 
I think there would be no such urgency for its | 
immediate consideration if there were no slaves to | 
be paid for. I must say frankly that I think | 
there is an undue disposition here, whenevera bill | 
comes up recognizing property in men, or giving, | 
in any way, a benefit to the holder of slaves as 


such, to push it through without consideration and | | was acquiesced in from the founding of the armory, 


without debate. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


, L could vote for no bill which treated per- \| 
sons—human beings—as property, within the | 


\| bill for the relief of Charles Stearns. 


The Senator from Mississippi says that this 
bill has been reported for a long time, and that 
the report has been lying upon thetable, That 


is true; but then every body knows that we have | 


justas much as wecan do, to attend to the current 
duties of the Senate; that such is the irregular 
mode of transacting business, that no one can be 
certain what will come up from day to day, and 
that it is not usual for Senators, not members of 
the committees which report them, to look into 
these private bills until they actually come up for 
consideration. We, then, very often content our- 
selves with the reading of the report, or with the 
statement of a Senator. If that statement, or that 
report be unsatisfactory, and any Senator desires 
further time to consider, it is usually accorded. 
Mr. BADGER. Will the honorable Senator 
allow meto ask him whether he did not object to 
this bill on this day last week? 
| Mr. CHASE. I did. 
Mr. BADGER. And has not looked into it 
since? 
Mr. CHASE. True. 
that the Senate shall dispose of this matter as they 
| see fit. I shall record my vote against the bill, if 
_ the question be taken now. 
much to have it postponed. If the Senate do not 
choose to postpone it, of course, I shall submit, 
as | always do, to their decision. Before 1 con- 


clude, | must be permitted to say, that I have no | 


such gloomy apprehensions as those which have 
been expressed by the Senator from Delaware. I 
do not believe that when the opinions which I 
cherish shall prevail in the legislation of the coun- 
try, and shall be recognized by the judicial tri- 
bunals of the country, those mournful effects will 
follow which he sodespondingly anticipates. The 
Constitution and the Galen 6 

| misinterpretation and perversion. 


Both will still 
survive when the former shall be interpreted in 
the sense of ita framers and in the spirit of liberty, 
and the latter shall be made efficient to secure the 
great ends of its establishment, freedom, justice, 
and happiness for all. 


| _ The question being taken by yeas and nays, on 


the motion to postpone, resulted—yeas 13, nays 
27; as follows: 
YEAS-—-Messrs. Brainerd, Chase, Cooper, Fessenden, 


Foot, Gillette, Hamlin, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, 
Walker, and Wilson—13. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Bright, | 


Brodhead, Brown, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Sebastian, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Tou- 
cey, Weller, aud Wells—7. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 


/amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading,and read the third time; and the question 
was stated tg be, ‘* Shall the bill pass?” 

| Mr. CHASE. On that question I call for the 
yeas and nays. 


| The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


| taken, resulted—yeas 31, nays 10; as follows: 

| _ YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Bright, 
Brodhead, Brown, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa 

| Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Jones o 

| lowa,Jones of Tennessee, Mallory,Mason, Morton, Pearce, 

| Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Weller, and Welis— 


NAYS—Mesers. Brainerd, Chase, Fessenden, Foot, Gil- 
| lette, Hamlin, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Wilson—10., 


So the bill was passed. 
CHARLES STEARNS. 


Mr. TOUCEY. I now move to take up the 
The objec- 
tion to it is withdrawn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
_in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


|| sider the bill, which designs to appropriate $5,000 | 


| to indemnify Charles Stearns for losses sustained 
| and expenses incurred in defending his title to 


| certain lands claimed by the United States; and 


also in defending two criminal prosecutions 


|| brought against him by direction of the Secretary 


| of War. 

| Stearns was, for a number of years, the owner, 
| in fee simple, of a tract of land in Springfield, 
| Massachusetts, bounded eastwardly by lands 
_ owned by the United States, and used for the pur- 
pose of a national armory. The boundary line 


OBE. 


1 
| 


Now, sir, I am content || 


I should prefer very | 


ave survived much | 





February 16, 


tion was ever suggested on the subject until 1945 
| when the United States authorities of the armory’ 
| without any just ground, saw fit to question jt’ 

As early as the year 1827 the memorialist joined 
| with a number of other proprietors, who also 

owned land adjoining his, in opening a street o, 
| public highway on the westerly border of the lands 
| of the United States, which was called Prospect 
|| street. This arrangement was made with the 
_ knowledge and approbation of the then superin. 
_tendent of the armory, and in concert with him 
| This street has ever since remained an open and 
_ undisturbed public highway until the year 1945 
_and has afforded very great accommodation to the 
_ adjoining proprietors as a means of access to their 
| respective lots and to the public, and especially to 
| those connected with the armory. From time to 
| time he sold portions of land, and bounded his 
grantees by Prospect street; and that street not 
having been laid out and dedicated by public ay. 
thority, but the fee-simpie remaining in the memo- 
| rialist and the other proprietors of the land over 





' 
| 


|| terms of his deed to his grantees, to keep Open 
|| this street, as the only means of access to the lots 
purchased by them. A portion of the ground was 
sold, in 1843, to Timothy Hays, for the purpose 
| of erecting a church, with a boundary on Pros. 
| street, which furnished the only access to it, 

n the summer of 1845, after the erection of the 
church had commenced, the authorities of the 
armory, without notice to him or his vendees, 
caused the whoie of the street in front of the lor, 
except a space of about nine feet wide, to be closed 
by a fence, and also erected a shed, and placed 
other obstructions upon it; thus not only commit- 
ting a trespass upon the land of the memorialist, 
but also cutting off all access whatever to the lot 
of the vendees by the obstruction of this part of 
this public street. Having been called on by his 
vendees to protect their rights under his deed, 
which was conveyed to them by a boundary line 
/on Prospect street, and for ee against a 

trespass committed by one of the officers of the 
| Government in the military department, he called 
upon the Secretary of War, who was then in 
Springfield, and notified him fully of the injury, 
| and asked the exercise of his official authority for 

the purpose of removing the obstructions, and re- 
| pairing the wrong. From some cause the Secre- 
tary left Springfield without affording any relief 
| whatever. Under these trying circumstances, 
| being wow by his vendees, he proceeded, on 
| the 19th day of June, 1845, with workmen in his 
/employ, in a peaceable manner, to remove the 
| obstructions thus unlawfully erected, and to place 
the materials on ov near the line between him and 
| the United States. This act was erroneously repre- 
| sented to the Secretary of War as ‘‘ riotous ’’ and 

a ‘*high-handed trespass’? upon the lands of the 
United States. In consequence of this the Secre- 
tary of War directed the United States district 
_ attorney to prosecute the memorialist; and he and 
| his men were hurried off to Boston, where two 
bills of indictment were found against them; one 
'| for riot, and one for malicious trespass upon the 
‘lands of the United States. The result was a 
| verdict of acquittal, and a unanimous certificate of 
1 the jury that there was no foundation for the pros- 

ecution. The indictment, after much trouble and 

expense, was finally dismissed by the attorney for 
| the United States. The men being generally poor, 
| and acting under the direction of the memorialist, 
he felt bound to - all the expenses incurred by 
them, which he id, 

For the purpose of bringing his case fully 

within the rule, and placing his title beyond all 
uestion, he caused a suit to be brought against 
the superintendent of the armory, in his private 
cepacity, for trespass. The court of common 
pleas decided that the title to the land was in him. 
|| The su preme court of Massachusetts subsequently 
affirmed this decision. After the decision, the 
| Government of the United States purchased the 
oe of the memorialist, thereby recognizing 
is title to it. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I now move the amendment 
which I before stated, to reduce the amount from 
$5. 000 to $2,500. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was 
_ reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment concurred in. The bill was then ordered to 





| 
| 














be engrossed for a third reading, was read the third 
|| in or about the year 1801, and no doubt or ques- || time, and passed. 


which it eons he was legally bound, by the _ 
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1855. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL FOR UTAH. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to allow me to report, from || 
the Committee on Public Lands, a bill to estab- || 
lish the office of surveyor general of Utah, and to 
erant land for school and university purposes. i| 
“Mr. COOPER. I object to it now. Iask that | 
she next bill on the Calendar, which is one for the || 
relief of the legal representatives of Janies Bell, 
may be considered. | 

Mr. STUART. As objection ismade, I move || 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER. I call for the yeas and nays | 
on that motion. | 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. My friend from Penn- || 
sylvania has withdrawn his objection to this bill, || 
and 1 am sure that when the bill is read, there is || 
not a Senator present who will object to it. | 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Michi- || 
gan has moved an adjournment. I! 

Mr. STUART. I withdraw that motion ifper- || 
mission is given to report the bill which the Sena- 
tor from Iowa desires to report. It is one of the 
first importance. 

The PRESIDENT. Thequestion is on grant- || 
ing the Senator from Lowa leave to report the bill. 
Ji requires unanimous consent. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa—there being no objec- || 
tion—reported back, without amendment, House 
bill to establish the office of surveyor general in 
Utah, and to grant land for school and university 
purposes. 

Mr. BADGER. Is it intended to pass the bill 
now? 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to consider the bill now. It is a very short 
one. My time here, like that of my friend from 
North Carolina, is exceedingly limited, and | know 
that he is the last man in this body to object to || 
any reasonable proposition. 

Mr. BADGER. Iam not going to object, but || 
I wish to suggest to the Senator from Lowa, as this 
isa bill for the benefit of Utah, that it is of very 
great importance that the question proposed here || 
at the last session by the late Senator from Con.- || 
necticut, (Mr. Smith,) as to the modus operandi of 
polygamy in Utah, should be answered. 
ter.] Is it right to pass this bill before that ques- 
tion is answered? [Laughter.] 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa. This bill has no sort || 
of connection with that interesting question, I | 
assure the Senator. \| 

By this bill the President, by and with the ad- | 
vice and consent of the Senate, will be authorized || 
to appoint a surveyor general for Utah, at an an- | 
nual salary of $3,000, and whose power, author- 
ity, and duties, are to be the same as those pro- 
vided by law for the surveyor general of Oregon, 
prior to the act of July 17, 1854. 

When the lands in Utah Territory shall be sur- | 


1] 


veyed under the direction of the Government of | 
the United States, preparatory to bringing them 
into market, sections numbered sixteen and thirty- | 
six in each township are to be reserved for the | 
purpose of being applied to schools in the Terri- | 
tory, and in the States and Territories hereafter | 
to be created out of it. Two townships are also | 
to be reserved for the establishment of a univer- | 
sity. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 
third time, and passed: 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; | 
but they were not ordered. 
_ The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


| 
| 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fray, February 16, 1855. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer | 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Mirevrn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. BENTON. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to allow me to submit a motion to take 
up and dispose of a bill which has been received | 
from the Senate. It is a bill merely altering the | 
time of holding the United States courts in the dis- | 
trict of Missouri and Ohio. I want to have it 
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| taken uf and passed; I am sure there can be no | 


made the special order for to-morrow. 


| That is not the case. 


[Laugh- || of business. 


| the public buildings of Oregon Territory and 
| Minnesota; 


'| that resolution by inserting ‘ haJf an hour,”’ in- 





1) 
objection to it. 

here being no objection, Senate bill (No. 286) | 
to provide for holding an additional term of the 
circuit court of the United States for the district 
of Missouri, and for holding special terms for the 
district and circuit courts of the United States for 
the northern district of Ohio, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, and read a first and second time 
by its title. 

Mr. HAVEN. That is a Senate bill, sir, I 
believe. 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. HAVEN. It has reference, I believe—for 
I listened as accurately as I could to its reading— 
simply to holding additional terms of United States 
courts in Ohio and Missouri. It seems to me to 
be right, and I call for the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and, under 
the operation of the previous question, the bill 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr.EDGERTON. I call for the regular order 
of business. 


| 


BOARD OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. LILLY. I rise to what I consider to bea 
question of privilege. The day before yesterday 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Jones} 


| asked the unanimous consent of the House to 


have the bill for establishing a board of claims 


reported in the Globe as having objected thereto. 
My colleague (Mr. Sxet- 
TON] made the objeetion. 1, being in favor of the 
bill, wish to be placed right on the record. If the 
Journal makes me objecting in the same way I 
desire to be corrected on it. If not, I desire to be 
corrected in the Globe. 

The SPEAKER. 
such declaration. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. As opportune, I 
hope, to the removal of this objection, | now ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to allow me 
to report that bil!—the board of claims bill. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I call for the regular order 


The Journal contains no 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

A bill to regulate the salaries of the district 
judges of the United States; 

A bill flaking an appropriation for a territorial 
road in the Territory of Nebraska; 

A bill for the relief of William Hagerty; 

A bill making an appropriation for completing 


A bill for the construction of a military road in 
Oregon Territory; 

A bill to provide for the accommodation of the | 
courts of the United States for the district of || 
Maryland, and for a post office at Baltimore 
city, Maryland; F 

A bill making appropriations for improving || 
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| close debate on the mail steamer bill. 


|| certain military roads in the Territory of Minne- | 


sota; || 


Joint resolution explanatory of the act giving 
compensation to Judges Woodbury and Chipman; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Medford Caffey, of the | 
State of Tennessee. 


MAIL STEAMER BILL. 


73 


Mr. HAVEN. I desire to make one inquiry of 


| the Chair before my motion be put. This mail 


steamer bill was reported by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means of this House. If 
he was in his place in the House now—from 
which he is detained through indisposition—he 
would have an opportunity of occupying an hour 
in reply after the close of general debate. I un- 
derstand that it is his desire that a member of 
the committee—Mr. Breckinrince—should oc- 
cupy his place in that respect. Can that be done 


| regularly and in order? 


The SPEAKER. It cannot be done regularly 
and in order, It can only be done by the unan- 
imous conseht of the House. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, this 
bill, was brought up very unexpectedly to us all 
yesterday. It was in charge of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He is too 
unwell at present to attend to it, and has intrusted 
it to me. I had no desire to participate in the 
general debate; but I desire in his [Mr. Hovs- 
TON’s]} place to occupy a short time after debate 


|| closes in making some observations on the bill. 


The SPEAKER. 
gentleman can do so. 
Mr. SOLLERS. 

rangement. 
Mr. HAVEN. I moveto amend the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Curtine,] 


By unanimous consent the 


I object to any such ar- 


I am | DY inserting ** one hour”’ instead of *‘ two hours,’ 


and I call for the previous question on the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. ORR, (to Mr. Haven.) Oh, leave it ‘*two 
hours.”’ 

Mr. HAVEN. Perhaps one hour and a half 
would be better. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have some papers 
from the Department which I wish to have an 
opportunity of referring to. 

Mr. HAVEN. It ts my own judgment that 
the debate should close inan hour. The House 
can vote it down if it donot approveofit. I there- 
fore move to amend the resolution by striking out 
the words ‘*two hours,’”’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words ‘‘ one hour.’’ I do this to test 
the question, and shall be satisfied let it come out 
asitmay. [ call for the previous question. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. This, I believe, is private bill day, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. This is private bill day. 
The Chair, however, would state to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, that, in the opinion of the Chair, 
the regular order of business is first the disposition 


|| of this resolution, then to proceed to the disposi- 
|| tion of the business on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. EDGERTON. This resolution is one to 
1 ask if it 


is not in order to move to go into a Committee of 


|| the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and if 
|| such motion would not take precedence of this 


resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. The 


+| disposition of the resolution to close debate is first 
\\-in order. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. TWEED demanded the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution. " 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I wish to inquire of 
the Chair whether there is not a resolution pend- 
ing before the House to close the debate upon the 


|| bill now under consideration in the Committee of 
] the Whole in two hours. 
Mr. HAVEN. Is it in order now to move that || 


The SPEAKER. The original resolution fixes 


the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve || the time for closing the debate in two hours, and 
itself into the Committee of the Whoie on the || the gentleman from New York [Mr. Haven] pro- 


state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. There is a resolution pend- | 
ing to close debate on the muil steamer bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. And is that resolution the first § 
business in order? : , 

The SPEAKER. That is the first business in 
order. 

Mr. HAVEN. If that be so, I move to amend 
stead of ** two hours.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Havel not the 
floor, Mr. Speaker ? i 

The SPEAKER. No,sir. Your proposition 
was objected to, and the regular order of business 
demanded. 


|| poses to amend b 








| 


making the time one hour. 


|" Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I hope the House 


| will vote down the amendment. 


Mr. TWEED. I call for the yeas and nays. 
[ want discussion upon this q1estion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Haven; and, upon a division, there 

| were—ayes 66, noes 58. 

Mr. HENDRICKS demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of Louisiana, 
and Sarr were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 73, noes 60. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote by | hands of Aszory Dicars, Esq., their Secretary, | Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


which the amendment was agreed to, and upon 
that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 


move to lay;the motion to reconsider upon the table. | 


Mr. LETCHER. And upon that motion I 
call for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


gentleman voting with the minority, can move to 
reconsider a vote taken in that way? I believe | 


my friend from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] voted | 


with the minority : : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit this 
question to the Chair: The House has ordered 
the main question, that is, upon the adoption of | 
the resolution, and the amendment was not the 
main question. The motion to reconsider the 
vote by which theamendment was adopted is not, 
therefore, in order. 

The SPEAKER. 
question of order, and decides that the motion to 
reconsiler the vote by which the amendment was 
adopted is in order. Such has been the practice 
of the Hlouse every week, nay, almost every day, 
since the occupant of the chair has had a seat in 
this body, a the Chair is not disposed to change 
the practice, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Was not the vote 
on the adoption of the amendment taken by tell- 
ers, and did not the gentleman who made the 
motion to reconsider vote in the minority ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is no record of that 
being the case? 

Mr. JONES. But there was a report by the 
tellers, and if he voted any way, he certainly 
voted in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee disagree with the Chair that such has 
been the practice of this body since he has been 
a member of it?) Will the gentleman point to a 
single instance to the contrary ? 

Mr. JONES. I cannot now refer toa case. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman think 
there is one? 

Mr. JONES. I think there has been, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks there has 
heen nosuch instance within his recollection. If | 
there had been a recorded vote the point would 
have been good; but in no other case does the 
question arise as to whether the individual who 
moves to reconsider voted in the mejority or not. 
The motion bas been made to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted, and also 
a motion to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. ‘The yeas and nays have been ordered upon | 
the latter motion, and the Clerk will call the roll. 

The question was then taken; and resulted— 
yeas 107, nays 55, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, Banks, Belch- 
er, Bennett, Benson, Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cutlom, Cutting, John G. Davis, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Edmands, ‘Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Farley, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Giddings, Goodwin, 
Green, Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, | 
Hastings, Haven, Henn, Heister, Hill, Howe, Hughes, 
Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, | 
Knox, Kurtz, Lane, Lyon, Macdonald, Matteson, Maurice, 
Mayall, Meacham, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Norton, || 
Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Peckham, || 
Pesnington, Pringle, Paryear, David Ritchie, Thomas | 
Ritchey, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shan- | 
non, Shower, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William R. | 
Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, | 
Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, 
Trout, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Warren, Ellitu 
B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, and Wheeler—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barry, Benton, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, Chrisman, Cox, Craige, Dowdell, Eddy, 
Edmundson, Ellison, English, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Hamilton, Hendricks, Hibbard, Johnson, Roland Jones, 
Kittridge, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindsley, | 
MeNair, McQueen, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Murray, 
Nichots, Noble, Orr, Packer, Parker, Phelps, Phillips, 
Powell, Preston, Ready, Robbins, Ruffin, Seymour, Shaw, | 
Skelton, George W. Smyth, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stu- 
art, John J. Taylor, Tracy, Vansant, Yates, and Zollicof- 
fer —55. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | 
table. 
The question then recurring upon the resolution | 
as amended, the question was taken; and the reso- 
lution adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. | 

A message was received from the Senate, by the 





I rise to a question af 
order; whether, in a decision made by tellers, a | 


The Chair overrules the || he erectior ; or | 
near the Pembina river, in the Territory of Min- 


| who reported this bill, did not avail himself of the 
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informing the House that the 
bill No. 513, being an act to 

Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in which they asked the concurrence of the House. 


1] INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
‘|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
priation bill has been returned to us from the Sen- 


had passed Senate 


by that body. I move, if there is no objection, 
that it be taken from the Speaker’s table and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

| The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


accordingly referred. 


| ENROLLED BILLS. 
| Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, here reported as correctly enrolled a bill and 
joint resolution of the House of the following 
titles; which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: 
An act for the erection of military posts on or 


nesota, and for other purposes. 

Joint resolution explanatory of the act giving com- 
| pensation to Judges Woodbridge and Chipman. 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 
| Mr. HAVEN. I now move that the rules be 

suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on thestateof the Union. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 


solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. 


I will state, however, to the gentleman from | 


New York, that if he will permit the standing 
committees to be called for the purpose of report- 
ing private bills this morning, | will withdraw the 
motion to gointo a Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say to the gentle- 
man from Ohio that I have made my motion upon 
my own responsibility, without consultation, but 
{ will not withdraw it, leaving the House to dis- 
pose of it as they choose. They can voieit down 


if they see fit, but I think we ought to go into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 


Mr. EDGERTON. Then [insist upon my || 


motion. 


TheSPEAKER. 


from Ohio has precedence over that of the gentle- | 


man from New York. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Ohio must be aware, from his own expe- 
rience, that it will require the entire tiene of the 
remainder of the session to dispose of the press- 
ing public business—I mean the general appro- 
priation bills. 

The question was then taken on the motion sub- 
mitted by Mr. Encerron; and it was not agreed | 
to. 


The question recurring on the motion to go into | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
|| Union, it was put; and agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 


|\-Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, || 
| (Mr. Evcerron in the chair.) 


OCEAN MAIL STEAMER BILL—AGAIN. 


The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
rose it had under consideration House bill (No. 


595) making appropriations for the transportation || 


x the salaries of the | 


The Indian appro- | 


ate with a great number of amendments adopted | 


I move that the House re- | 


The motion of the gentleman | 


February 





I hope my fri 
from Maryland (Mr. Sorters] will net on” 
Mr. SOLLERS. It affords me infinite pain to 
object; but for three whole weeks I have had on 
| my desk a bill, which I desired to report, from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and I could not 
get the consent of the House to report it. I sha)! 
therefore, insist upon the most rigid execution of 
| the rules of the House. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope there wi] 
_ be now no objection to the gentleman from Mary. 
land [Mr. Sotters] reporting the bill he refers to, 
| I hope that the gentlemen who heretofore objected 
to it will not now do so. 
Mr. TWEED. I will object to the reporting 
of any bill now. 
Song CHAIRMAN. This discussion is not jp 
|, order. 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. How much time 
| have I? 
| The CHAIRMAN. Nineteen minutes. 
|| Mr. SOLLERS. I withdraw my objection, 
| Let the gentleman from Kentucky go on and oc. 
cupy his hour. 
| Mr. TWEED. It is but fair to notify the gen. 
| tleman from Maryland that if he has withdrawn 
| his objection in the expectation that the objection 
|| to his bill will be withdrawn, he is mistaken. [ 
_ gave notice to the House that I will object to hig 
| reporting that bill. 
Mr. HUNT. The House will suspend its rules 
| in order to allow the gentleman to report his bil), 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE then addressed the 
/ committee during the hour which was conceded 
_ to him, in opposition to the extension of the con- 
‘| tract to Messrs. Collins & Co. His remarks, 
| withheld for revision, will be found in the Appen- 
| dix. 
| Mr. LYON obtained the floor. 
Mr. CUTTING. I desire to ask my colleague 
| to allow me to appeal to the committee for indul- 
| gence to make a few remarks on the new papers 
| which have been introduced only this morning by 
the gentleman who represents the Committee of 
Waysand Means. There has been no opportunity 
whatever to criticise them; and l ask that I may 
| be allowed by the committee to devote a short 
|| time to such criticism. 
|| Mr. SOLLERS. Yes; that is right. 
Mr. CUTTING. lLask this privilege, because 
I consider that these papers ought to have been 
| introduced by the Committee of Ways and Means 
|, at the time that committee reported this bill, for 
the purpose of showing the foundation on which 
it proceeded. If they had been introduced then, 
time would have been given to have looked at them, 
and examined their accuracy. If, therefore, the 
committee will indulge me with an opportunity of 
| making a few remarks on these papers, I will take 
it as a favor; for 1 think it but just that there 
should be an opportunity of criticising them. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That cannot be 
| done, Mr. Chairman. 


ti 


| 
} 





|| TheCHAIRMAN. TheChair would state to 


the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Currtine,]} 
that that can only be done by the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee. His colleague [Mr. Lyon] 
is entitled to the floor for five minutes. 

Mr. LYON. I move to amend the bill by in- 
creasing the compensation to E. K. Collins & Co. 
| $1,000 per trip. 

1 have listened, Mr. Chairman, with a great 





of the United States mail, by ocean steamers and 
otherwise, during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June, 1856. The pending question is the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Oxps] to the first section of the bill, and 
upon that question the gentleman from North 
Carolina ao Kerr] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KERR addressed the committee in favor 
of the bill for an extension of the Collins contract. 
His remarks will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Thechairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Hovston,] 


right to open the discussion, which he had under 
the rules of the House; and if he had been able 
to be here to-day, he would have the right to close 
the debate with a speech of the usual time. As 
he has substituted me for himself, I ask the per- 
mission of the House to allow me to occupy a 
little more time than the few minutes which are 
left for general debate. 
[Cries of ** Agreed !”’ ‘* Agreed !’’} 


deal of interest to the eloquent and able exposi- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads [Mr. pane on this whole 
subject. That gentleman was, if I understand it 
aright, selected from the various committees of 
| this House to fill that position, because he had a 
peculiar fitness for it, beeause he understood every- 
thing which pertained to it from the Alpha to 
the Omega. And, sir, itis the duty of the Speaker 
to select such men for such positions who, from 
| their brilliant services, either as men of figures or 
men of facts, either as men of experience or of the- 
ory, can elucidate any subject they take hold of. 
And, sir, when I heard that honorable gentleman 
speak on the subject now before the committee, 
I was charmed that he had been converted; [ was 
charmed at that change, for he felt, no doubt, like 
old Luther at the Diet of Worms, and could have 
said with him to those Papists around him, ‘‘ Do 
you think that [ have lived forty years and learned 


nothing ?’’ I felt that he might exclaim with Con- 





stantine, that he had turned from heathen honors 
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and come to the true glory, that he had come to | 
the service of his country in upholding this enter- 
prise, which has reflected more honor on the na- 
jon than any other one ever undertaken in the 
nistory of the Government. 

It has been said by the gentleman from Ken- | 
weky (Mr. Breckinrince] that this war steamer || 

sugzesuon was an unmitigated humbug, if I un- 
derstand him right; that it was an unmitigated | 
humbug to pretend that they could be used for 
war purposes. Was it a humbug for the British | 
Government to take the Cunard ships from the 
line, and to convey troops in them to the Crimea? 
Was thata humbug? When England called on 
themthey were willing to go. Without them she 
would have been without means of transporting 
her troops with the necessary quickness. In 
these steamers she has conveyed French troops to 
the seat of war, and is going to convey Swiss and 
Sardinian troops there. And she has thus illustra- | 
ted the fact that these vessels are just fitted for that || 
sort of service—better fitted for it than any others 
that tread the ocean, not only on account of their 
strength and adaptedness to accommodate passen- | 
gers, but on account of their great speed. The 
time which they make is of the greatest importance 
for martial purposes, as is instanced by the fact | 
of their bringing speedy aid to the besiegers of | 
Sebastopol. 

One word further, Mr. Chairman. What is 
this terrible array of figures and facts? Is the 
country in any danger from it? Why, sir, the 
expenditure asked for the support of this great 
enterprise, Whose founders have never made one | 
farthing by it, is only a little over $300,000 differ- 
ence. And now, in regard to these facts and 
figures which the gentleman from Kentucky bas 
brought to bear, I will say this: let the Post- 
master General address Mr. Collins, or any mem- 
ber of the company, and he can have a perfect 
detailed statement, which will correspond with the 
statement given by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.Cnanpier.] Andas one of the mem- 
bers of the Post Office Committee—I allude to 
Mr. Grey, of Kentucky—refused to serve, for 
reasons which will be found in the Congressional 
Globe, let the Postmaster General, with that state- 
ment, send to the House a letter from Commo- 
dore Vanderbilt, who approached thechairman of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, || 
and offered to withdraw all his opposition to the 
Collins line if the company would buy his steamer. 
Is that the sort of authority to go to this House 
and to be used egainst the proposition of the | 
chairman of that committee? || 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) I || 
feel authorized to contradict that statement. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. YATES. Mr. Chairman, could I have 
obtained the floor when the bill for the construc- 
tion of seven steam sloops of war was pending a 
few days ago, I should have opposed it almost for 
thesame reasons that I shall now oppose this bill 
for additional ocean mail steamers. The only | 
argument of any force at all which is now urged 
in favor of an additional appropriation for these 
steamers is, that such steamers will constitute an 
important adjunct to the Navy, and can be used as 
war ships, should they be needed for such a pur- 
pose. Mr. Chairman, lf am in favor of an efficient 
Navy. It is a strong arm of our national defense; 
it is indispensable to the preservation of our rank 
among the nations of the earth; it is indispensable 
to the ; rotection of our commerce, not only upon 
our extended coast, but to our commerce in the dis- 
tant seas and ports of the world. I indorse all that 
gentlemen have said about the honor which the | 
Navy has conferred upon the country. Thereare | 
no brighter pages of American history than those 
which have been illustrated by the prowess, the || 


|| needed and feigned to be needed. 
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conquest and propagandism, but peace; whose 
policy is neutrality, and whose highest glory is 
the promotion of all the arts of peace. It should 
be the object of Congress rather to curb the spirit 
of aggression than to promote it. And while, sir, 
I would have the American sailor and merchant- 
man upon the quartet-decks of our American 
ships feel proudly secure beneath our flag, yet I 
would not, by the unreasonable increase of our 
naval armament, present to our sailors tempta- 
tions to aggression on the rights of other nations. 


| The filibustering expeditions constantly springing 


up but too plainly show that the spirit of war is 
in the hearts of our people. The sailor of no 
country now treads the quarter-deck of his ship 
with such a self-reliant and defiant look as Brother 
Jonathan. The tone of our press, the spirit of our 
legislation, the temper of our diplomacy, the 


| grasping reach of our commerce is aggressive and 
| warlike. 


Our great nation sits between the two 
oceans, self-poised, and conscious of her strength 
and power, and, if she does not fight the world, 
her language and bearing are that of bold defiance; 
and there is every reason to believe that one half 
of our people would rather court the provocation 
to war than to adopt the certain and cautious 
policy of its avoidance. 

Mr. Chairman, this system of ocean mail 


| Steamers, to be kept up at the expense of the 


people, is a growing evil. It commenced, in 1845, 
with an appropriation of $350,000. It then in- 
creased to $800,000. The Inst year the expendi- 
tures on this account were near $1,500,000. The 
public money is paid out to millionaire speculators 
and individuals fur the construction of floating 
palaces. And, sir, unless a stop is put to this 
system, it will result in the squandering of untold 
millions of the public money. ‘There is, [ admit, 
good reason in keeping up the lines of steamers for 
the present between our Atlantic cities and our 
Pacific possessions—these are demanded by the 
exigency of the case, otherwise those possessions 
would be inaccessible to us, and the affairs of the 
Government could not be properly administered 
there. 

Mr. Chairman, Congress, at the last session, 
promptly responded to the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Navy for the construction of six 
new steam frigates, and for completing and launch- 
ing two others, then in process of construction; 
and we are informed that they will be ready for 
service during the ensuing summer. We already 
have nine navy-yards and docks—immense estab- 
lishments, maintained at enormous expense; re- 
quiring large outlays for building, materials, men, 
and supplies. Then, sir, there are all the append- 


| ages of the Navy, such as light-houses, fortifica- 
| tions, &c., involving immense expense, not only 


in original construction, but for repairs constantly 
And now the 
estimates of the Secretary of War, for the naval 
service alane, for the present fiscal year, amount 
to the sum of near $9,000,000; and it is to be 
feared that one third of this sum—millions of Fed- 
eral money—are annually squandered for no other 
purpose than furnishing jobs to contractors and 
employment forthed wellers of our sea-boari| cities. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, while I admit that 


the Navy is the property of the whole country, 


and designed for the benefit of the whole, yet, sir, 
an observant western man cannot shut his eyes 


tothe fact that by far the major part of these 


appropriations are expended at, and inures to the 


| benefit of the Atlantic cities, and operates to the 


protection of our foreign commerce only, while a 
commerce as much exposed, and more extensive, 
upon our great lakes and rivers, is passed by with 
neglect, not permitted to have a single dollar of 


Government money for the improvement of their 


navigation. The great Mississippi, flowing three 


enterprise, and the daring of the American sailor. 
The importance of the naval branch of the Gov- 
ernment will never be undervalued while the names 


of a Paul Jones, a Perry, or Decatur, are remem- H 
bered. And more recently, sir, it was a proud day || 
for America when, on a distant sea, the exclama- | 
tion ** | am an American citizen” was the talis- 
man of protection, and Austrian myrmidons 
shrank back in terror before the flutter of the stars 
and stripes. 

But, sir, while no one can more highly appre- 
ciate than I do this efficient arm of our national || 
defense, yet [ cannot see that our Navy is now | 
not sufficient for a nation whose mission is not | 


‘| thousand miles, from our northern boundary to , 


'| the Gulf, watering, in its long track, thirteen 
|| States, with ten millions of people upon its banks, 
and floating $200,000,000 of commerce upon its 
bosom; the Ohio, with its magnificent commerce, 
extending from the foot of the Alleghanies, one 
thousand miles, to its point of confluence with the 
father of waters, in the bosom of the West; the 


| Illinois, uniting the Mississippi and the great lakes 
| of the North; the Missouri, extending her long 
| arms four thousand miles, through the wall of the 


western half of the continent; these noble streams 
and lakes receive no fostering care from ihe Gov- 
ernment. 
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Well authenticated statistics show that,on the 
western rivers alone, during the last year, seventy- 
one steamboats were sunk upon snags, that the 
loss of life by disasters was three hundred and 
fifty-five, and of property, $2,570,000. And, sir, 
though scores of sailors, emigrants, and travelers 
annually sink to the bottom of our lakes and 
rivers, and millions of dollars are anuually sunk 
for the want of safe harbors, and the improvement 
of the channels of navigation, yet the Govern- 
ment turns a deaf ear to the imperious wants ef 
the people of the West; or, sir, if Congress, aftera 
hard struggle, shall agree to dole out, with penu- 


_rious hand, a pittance, one eighth of the amount 


annually expended for the benefit of the sea-board, 
then even that amcunt is stopped in transitu, and 
clinched by the remorseless grasp of an Executive 
veto, under the plea of unconstitutionality—a plea 
long since exploded, and serving only to bring 
into ridicule those who use it. 

The legislation of Congress incident to the 
acquisition of our Pacific possessions, is a strong 
illustration ef the partial policy to which I have 
referred. California had scarcely been admitted 
as a State into the Union, before the Government 
had pledged millions for steamers from the eastern 
States to California and Oregon, by way of the 
Isthmus. This was right enough—I am not here 
to controvert it—but, sir, it inures almost entirely 
to the benefit of the Atlantic cities. The western 
emigrant, who desires to emigrate to California er 
Oregon with his family, cannot incur the expense 
ofa thousand miles journey to arrive at a starting 
point, and then incur the additional expense of a 
long and hazardous voyage by sea. Moreover, he 
is unused to the sea—that is not his mode of travel. 
No, sir; he is left to battle, single-hand and un- 
protected, his long journey overa savage country, 
unbeaten roads, and unbridged rivers, and through 
narrow mountain defiles and deserts of sand. 
Why, sir, are the fifty thousand emigrants, those 
undaunted soldiers of progress, who annually em- 
igrate overland to our Pacific possessions, not as 
much entitled to havea safe and easy path cut out 
for them as the eastern emigrant, who has for his 
coinfort a floating palace, and for his security and 
safety the whole Navy at his command ? 

Mr. Chairman, I should not have ventured upon 
this line of remark, but for the fact that we have 
very lately seen this House give the goby to the 
bill for the construction of a railroad to the Pa- 
cific, and even, sir, refused to entertain the propo- 
sition for a common post road from our western 
borders to the Pacific. Is this exact and equal 
justice? I am opposed to such partial legislation. 
And the fault, sir, is with Representatives froin 
the West. It results from their jarring and di- 
vided councils, from a want of union among them- 
selves. They ought, as the Representatives of the 


| great valley of the Mississippi, to present a united 


and unbroken front, and notto remain content 


| until a more liberal, impartial, and national policy 


is adopted, embracing alike the ocean, the lakes, 


| the rivers, and theimprovements of every section— 


a fair, equal, and just distribution of Government 
favors to all. 

The question was taken on Mr. Lyon’s amend- 
ment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Fer the pur- 
pose of saying a few words, I propose to increase 


| the amount $2,000. 


It seems to me that very much of the discussion 
upon this question has been outside, and inde- 


pendent, of the true points in issue. I do not 
regard this in the light in which the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Brecxivrince] does, as a 


question of bounty, but as a question of payment 
for services rendered to the country, and as noth- 
ing more or different. I would not vote for any- 
thing to these parties as a mere bounty; but if I 
can: see clearly that the country, in consequence 


| of making this arrangement with Mr. Collins and 


others, has received, and by continuing it will 
receive, advantages, on the whole, equivalent to 
and warrantiag the amount paid them, then I will 
go for continuing the payment to them of such 
sum; and it is upon that ground that I shall vote 


| for the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 


[Mr. Orps.] Gentlemen have said, that we are 
paying here more than it would cost if we were 
to throw up the contract with Collins, and make 
one with Vanderbilt, or others, and more than the 
English Government pay the Cunard line for a 
like number of trips. Do they bear in mind that 
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the Collins line performs the service in shorter | to be done in her own time and upon her own || Mr. CUTTING. I move to strike out the two 


time than the Cunard line does, or than any other 
can, at lower rates than are now paid to Collins? 
And do they remember, also, that time, in this 
country parucularly, and at this time of day, is 
money? [By the Collins line the mails are carried | 
quicker than by any other line; and if the mer- 
chants of this country save a day upon every 
draft sent, save a day in all transactions between 
the Old World and New, and if all the people, and 
the Government, are interested in the speediest 
transmission of intelligence, that is something 
worth caring for, and paying for. And we must 
not forget, when we undertake to compare these 
ships with others, this difference and superiority, 
and that this increased speed, while it enhances 
largely the expense of the trips, secures to the 
American line, and to the country, through it, 
those advantages, direct and incidental, for which 
it was thoucht important to establish a line of our 
own in the beginning—ad vantages to the country | 
of postal, commercial, and national consideration. 
Do gentlemen bear in mind, also, that the Collins 
steamers are capable of being made available in 
time of war, for war purposes, and that, therefore, 
in this respect, we derive a great advantage from 
this contract which no other that has been sug- 
gested proposes to afford? And do they take into 
consideration what the cost would be of keeping 
up these steamers for war purposes only? Granted 
that these ships may be made valuable and effective 
for war purposes—and that they may be seems to 
have been conclusively settled —how much better 
and more economical for the Government it is to 
have them so employed in time of peace that the 
net expense to the country is reduced to less than 
one fourth the sum that would be required to keep 
them up as purely war vessels, part and parcel of 
the Navy; and when, ata moment’s notice, should 
occasion require, they may be placed in condition 
to perform the most valuable and efficient service 
in the Navy. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky has resorted 
to figures. What confidence can be placed in them 
Ido not know. I know that the man who has the 
making of figures, can generally, ifat all ingenious, 
continue to make them fit whateyer hypothesis he 
desires to maintain. [do not know that the zentle- 
men were well skilled and informed in reference 
to the matters concerning which they have made 
their estimates. But | understand thisto be true, 


that the stock of the Collins line may be purchased 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, orany other gen- 
fleman, for much less than the par value; and that, 


I take it, is the best evidence which can beafforded 
on this point, safer, better, infinitely better, than 
any statements prepared to be used here for the 
purpose of making out a case. Sir, here is a fixed 
fact, the report of the stock market, the evidence 
of Wall street, the most conclusive and satisfactory 
that can be given, and it proves that this line can- 
not be sustained at lower rates than are now paid. 
Reduce those rates and abandon the !ine; retain 
them and continue it; these are the questions and 
the only practical questions before the committee. 

The gentleman from Kentucky said that we 
have received only some $700,000 or $800,000 in 
all from postages from the Collins line. But this | 
is not the entire amount for which we should 
credit this line. By an arrangement with Great 
Britain, we receive a percentage of the Cunard 
postages, which, added to the net revenues of the 
Collins line, increase largely the sum mentioned 
by the gentleman. This amount should be cred- | 
ited to the Collins steamers; for without them we | 
should not have been in receipt of it. Again, in | 
consequence of this line we were enabled to make | 
a postal treaty with Great Britain whereby the | 
pomages between Europe and the United States 
rave been greatly reduced—one half, or more, I | 
believe. 

The consequence is, that our people are able to | 
receive their letters from Europe at less than 
one half the amount they had heretofore been | 
obliged to pay. Is not that something worth con- 
sidering by those whose province and duty it is to 
legislate for the interest of the people at large? Is 
not this a legitimate way for lightening the bur- 
dens of the people? Sir, considerations of this 
character should not escape us, when we are about 
to decide the question whether or not this line is 
to be abandoned, and the country fall back upon 
the old system of leaving the transportation of 


| 


| 
more. 


L 


terms. 

Mr. Chairman, I represent in part a maritime 
State; a State which probably constructs one half 
of the sailing vessels which are built in the United 
States; a State whose people have a deep and 
lively interest in this question. Every ship-owner, 
aye, every ship-carpenter in Maine, is peculiarly 
sensitive upon this subject. There is not a man 


in the State who does not feel that the honor of | 
our country is involved in.supporting and main- | 


taining this line of steam-ships—that her interest 
is 





(Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire here to 
state that the statement made by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Lyon,] like many other 
statements which are circulating around, with a 
view of creating in the minds of the members of 
this body unjust and unwarrantable prejudices, 
is not in itselfcorrect. I say, for I feel authorized 
to say, anything to the contrary notwithstanding, 
come from what quarter it may, that Cornelius 
Vanderbilt never did offer to abandon his project 
provided E. K. Collins & Co. would purchase a 
steamer which he had. 

I make this statement most cheerfully, because 
I have known that gentleman long, and esteem 


him highly as a gentleman and an honorable man, | 


and I call upon the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Wueecer,] who knows him, to say whether 
he is a gentleman or not. 
Mr. WHEELER. I can say he is a gentle- 
man and 
[Cries of ‘I object !’’ and ** Go on!’’} 
Mr.SMITH. Well, 1 will goon. One word 
I have made that statement, and I felt it 





right to do so, for an argument has been founded | 


upon the assertion of that fact upon this floor. 

Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. SMITH. I will; and I appeal to him to 
testify to the correctness of my statement as to 
Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
man from Virginia has appealed to me to know 
whether Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt is a man of 
honor and integrity. 
is no man living, in my opinion, who bears that 
character better than he does. 

Mr. SMITH. I will now proceed with my 
remarks. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I rise to a point of order. 


We are under the operation of the five-minute | 


rule, and members should confine their remarks 
to the amendments under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The genueman will pro- 
ceed in order. 

Mr. SMITH. I will proceed in order; but I 
will say, if it is in order for one member upon this 
floor to make a statement here, it is equally in 
order to deny his statement. But let that pass. 


to-day about the value of the ocean postage, and 
especially that derived from the Cunard line. 
Now, I have in my hand an official statement of 


I know him well; and there | 


no opportunity is allowed to answer them. 


last words of the amendment, whatever they may 


be. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman wil! con. 
fine his remarks, under the rule, to the amendmen; 
proposed. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CUTTING. I ask the indulgence of the 
committee to make a few remarks. 

Mr. JONES, of Tenneesee. If the gentleman 
will permit me I will move an amendment, and, jp 
opposition to that amendment, he can make the 
remarks he desires. 

Mr. CUTTING. 
appropriation $5,000. 

Mr. JONES. I ask the gentleman to allow me 
to move to amend, by striking out of the amend. 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr, 
Oxps,] all included from the fourth to the thirteenth 
lines inclusive. 

Mr. CUTTING. I will hear it read. 

The amendment, which was read, proposes to 
strike out the following words: 

‘¢ Proviso contained in the first section of the act entitleg 
‘An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriation for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1852, an. 


proved on the 2ist day of July, 1852, be, and the same js 
hereby, repealed.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from New York can take the floor in reply to that 
amendment. 

Mr. CUTTING. I wish to say a single word, 
I do not think it just that statements should be 
brought in, and submitted to the committee, when 
Now, 
I ask the unanimous consent of the committee to 
allow me to review the statements sent here by the 
Postmaster General, and to make some remarks 
in reference to the proposals made by other bidders 
for this service. I wish to be brief. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would state to 
the gentleman from New York that it can only be 
done by the unanimous consent of the committee. 

Mr. CUTTING. I ask that unanimous con- 
sent. I ask it as a matter of justice. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The general debate 
upon this bill hag, been closed, and we cannot 
open the general debate upon this subject again. 

Mr. CUTTING. I desire to answer the re- 
marks made by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Breckineince.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Does any gentleman ob- 


ject? 
Mr. JONES. Ido. 
lwould say to the gentle- 


I will move to increase the 


Mr. CUTTING. 
man from Tennessee that there is not a gentleman 
upon this floor who has taken up less time than | 
have, either in committee or in the House, and I 
usk the opportunity to answer the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

[Cries of ** Order!” ** Order !’’ and ‘* Go on!’’) 

Mr. HUNT. I rise to a question of order. [ 


|| had understood that it had been conceded that the 
A great deal of talk has been had in this Hall | 


| 
} 
| 


the Postmaster General, made on the 4th day of || 


December, 1854, of the net revenue of the Post 
Office Department for the current year, and I 


ascertain from that report that the postages of || 


which we have heard so much, only brought the 
country in debt tod the amount of $121,257 89. 
That is in reference to the Cunard line. 


So much | 


for the postal treaty. This postal treaty with the | 


British Government, under which we were to 
receive this twenty per centum has, I repeat, 
brought the country into debt $121,257 89. And 
giving to the Cunard line the whole benefit of our 
inland postage on the mail matter which it brings 
us, to which, of course, it can in no proper view 
be entitled, it gives us a revenue of only $1,483 91. 

I advert to these facts to correct the impression 


| 


gentleman should proceed. 

[Cries of Order!” * Order!”? and ‘ Let him 
go on!’’ 
~ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As gentlemen all 
around the House seem to wish that the gentleman 
should be permitted to speak, in obedience to that 
wish I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object, unless there is 
some understanding as to the length of time the 
gentleman shall occupy. 

Mr. CUTTING. Y will say this to the gentle- 
man, that I will talk to the point, if I know how, 


_ and as rapidly as I can. 


that the postal arrangement with Great Britain | 
has been a great boon to this country, or that the | 


Collins line can look to that quarter for any advant- 
age. 
gentleman from Maine, and hope it will not be 
adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 
ment, if there is no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
taken on it. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 


ell our mails to our great rival and competitor, || not agreed to. 


I am opposed to the amendment of the | 


| 





Mr. HAMILTON. I will not object, then. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion. and the gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. CUTTING. If the Post Office Depart- 
ment, where the statement read by the gentleman 
from Kentucky was prepared, had been sent to 
the House at an earlier day, the committee might 
then readily have taken means to ascertain its 
accuracy or its imperfections. It was thrown into 
this debate at the last moment, simply, lL. presume, 
because it was not delivered to the gentleman from 
Kentucky in time to have submitted it sooner, and 
therefore the committee have not had any oppor- 


I withdraw my amend- tunity to investigate it. 
Let a vote be || 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It was delivered to 
me yesterday by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. Hovsron.] 

Mr. CUTTING. Now for a brief review of 


the inaccuracies of this statement—striking inac- 
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-yracies, even to me who am not familiar with the | 
isiness of these ships. 
They make a profit, according to the statement, | 

»pon each trip of $12,537. To make that profit 

cbey are credited with eighty passengers at $140 | 

each. Now, at all times up toand until the first | 
of July last, these ships carried first-class passen- 
gers to Liverpool, not at $140 each, but at $120. 

Therefore, to correct this very first item, we must 

deduct $20 from each of the eighty passengers, 

and we have at once $1,600 to deduct from the | 

612,537, thus reducing the alleged profits to less | 

than $11,000 per trip. 
Again, sir; since the fare has been raised, the | 

charge is $130 for each first-class passenger, and 
no more. Why, ask, if this statement has been 
sent in here as one upon which members might 
repose confidence, has there been, upon so simple 

a point, a point upon which information could 

have been so easily obtained, so glaring a diverg- | 

ence from accuracy? 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The statement which 

[ first made to the House was an estimate made 

by the Post Office Department, and made before 

Captain Bell could get a correct list from the 

custom-house. He estimated the average number | 

of passengers at eighty. By a supplemental state- 
ment, which he copied from the books of the 
custom-house—which I thought was too long to 
read entire—it appears that the average number of | 
passengers for each trip is one hundred and thirty- 


five. 

Mr.CUTTING. Now, the gentleman will per- 
ceive that what he read in reference to the charge 
for passengers was erroneous. That is conceded; 
but he desires to correct it by referring to another 
statement, and by giving credit for a larger num- 
ber of passengers. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I stated in my speech 
that it was an inaccuracy which was corrected by 
a subsequent report. But the inaccuracy there is 
in favor of the Government. 

Mr. CUTTING. The gentleman is mistaken 
in that. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Certainly it is, as | 
you get one hundred and eighty passengers, when 
that statementshows only one hundred and thirty- | 
five. 

Mr. CUTTING. In reference to the passengers | 
I have no means of ascertaining the true number. | 
But what confidence can be placed in statements 





which stare each other in the face, as do these of || 


the Post Office Department and of Captain Bell. 
Again, credit is assumed for five hundred tons of 
merchandise both ways, from and to Europe, as 
if the rate of freight were the same both coming 
and going. Any man who has any knowledge of 
ships knows there is no similarity in the rate of 
freight out and home. 

Again, they charge the Collins line with freight 
at the rate of twenty-two dollars a ton, and make 


ing the cargo on board, or for discharging it. | 
Not an allusion to that expense! Does not every- 
body know that to discharge a ship, and send the 


whole to the public store, as they have to do, || 


within two or three days after arrival, is an ex- 
pensive operation? Congress has altered the law 
authorizing goods to be sent to the public store | 
within five days, so as to make steamers to dis- 
charge after twenty-four hours. The whole pro- 
cess, requiring great expedition, is performed by 
means of stationery steam engines. Go to the 
wharf at the foot of Canal street, and you will see 
the steam engine at work in loading and unloading. 

I now advert to another item. It is notorious | 
that, in order to keep these steamers in proper 
running order, constant and extensive repairs are 
required to be madetothemachinery. They have 
something like four tubular boilers in each ship. 
Those acquainted with steam navigation know 


| ral. 


| of these enormous engines in each ship in work- 
| ing order, so that they are able to perform their 
| offices, and to keep the boilers in a safe condition, 

requires, at the end of each trip, very large outlays. 
The means are not at my command by which | 
can get the figures as to the amount of this ex- 
pense. This much I can say, however, that the 
cost of repairs and of keeping the engines in proper 


order, fit to perform the service required of them, | 


is as heavy as any other item of expense in the 
Secretary’s estimate. Adding to it simply the 
expense I have suggested, it will be readily per- 
ceived, at a glance, that no reliance can be placed 
upon the accuracy of the supposed profit asserted 
by it. It, indeed, professes to be only conjectu- 

It is a mere estimate, and, like all estimates, 


| it varies much from the truth. 


I appeal to this committee, whether evidence 


| thrown in in this way, not having been commu- 
| Micated to the parties in interest, ought to be suf- 


| ficient to overthrow the fact that the company have 

never been able to make a dividend? And I ask 
whether it would have been anything more than 
common justice to Mr. Collins that the Post 
Office Department should have communicated to 
him a copy of their statement, so that he and his 
associates might have had the opportunity to cor- 
rect any inaccuracies which it contained? If that 


been pointed out, and then, between the Post Office 
| estimate and its corrections, we should have had 
some reliable information. Now, why was it that 


| the Post Office Department did not do this simple 


|| act of justice? Why was it that the Department 


did not communicate its intention to submit con- 


| jectural accounts for the purpose of attempting to 


no deduction whatever for the expenses of receiv- || 





that the boilers are usually worn out in the space 
of three or four years; and, of course, they have 
to be replaced by new ones as often as that, and 
in the mean while expensive repairs are continually 
necessary. Now, 1 ask, if, over, beyond, and 
above the expenses of ordinary repairs at the end 
of each trip, required by the damages sustained 
during that trip, there is a single cent allowed by 
the Post Office statement for the extensive and 
frequent repairs which [ have shown to be neces- 
sary? Notone farthing is allowed for such inevi- 
table expenditures, either to the hull or to the 
engine of these vessels. This item of expense is 


ir 


prove to Congress that Mr. Collins ought to be 


| cut off from the further compensation ? 


Mr. Chairman, there has been also presented to 
this House, this morning, a communication from 
Mr. Vanderbilt to the Post Office Department, 
proposing to run a line of steamers at $15,000 per 
trip. I begto say that | have known Mr. Van- 
derbilt a great many years, and my opinion is, his 
character needs no indorsement from me, or from 
any other member of the House. He is one of 
the most sagacious and skillful managers of steam 
vessels, in my opinion, that exists in any pert of 

| the world, and I have no hesitation in declaring it 
| is my deliberate judgment that he can make a 
| dollar go further in running steamers than any 
| other man within my knowledge. I understood 
| the gentleman to say that Mr. Vanderbilt pro- 
poses to take the place of the Collins line. 


Mr. CUTTING. If the gentleman will give 
| his attention, for a minute, to his proposition, it 
| will show him that he is entirely mistaken. But 
first | desire to say that I impute no unworthy 


to need that declaration. 


| he shall have completed 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. So 1 understand him. | 


| not been rendered, by his friends here, to his | 


| industry, his capacity, or his enterprise. But, 
| sir, Mr. Vanderbilt does not propose to take the 
place of the Collins line. It is his desire to enter 
into competition with the Cunarders. 
not wish in any degree to interfere with, or to 


He does | 
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the most extravagant of the whole. To keep two '| for the first time during this discussion 


had been done, its errors or omissions might have || 


| motives to Mr. Vanderbilt; he is too well known || 
Too high a tribute has | 


| place or break up his contract, for it has still over | 


| 
injure, My. Collins; and if he did he could not dis- | 


five years to run. 
| contract. It cannot be touched. 
| therefore, does not propose to violate the rights of 
| Mr. Collins: He merely offers, if the Government 
| will give him $15,000 per round trip, and allow 
| him to take such steamers as he chooses to put 
upon the line, that he will run, upon alternate 
weeks, in competition with the Cunarders; and | 
say, for one, that, if his proposition were put in 
the shape of a bill, | would support it. Yes, sir, 
I am for competing with the Cunarders, from the 
first to the last, from beginning to end, until Ameri- 
can enterprise and skill can run them out of the 


Congress cannot annul the 


ject. 
was one calculated to mislead the members of this 


submit that his letter, and also the proposa 

| which have been submitted here, by some one—I 
cannot recollect the name 
Mr. CUMMING. Hansen. 

Mr. CUTTING. Hansen, that is the name. 
have heard it here, as far as my memory serves, 





Mr. Vanderbilt, | 


carrying trade. Such is my wish upon the sub- | 
| 
But, sir, what is this proposition? If ever there | 


House upon an important topic, | ee 
8 


1] 
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: . IL never 
| heard it before, that I recollect. But, sir, I desire 


to call the attention of the committee to the prop- 
osition which is presented by him. 

Mr. CUMMING. The gentleman says he 
| never heard the name before. Sir, I bee to say 
that I know Mr. Hansen well, and I know him 

to be as well able and well qualified to carry out 
the proposition he makes as the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. CUTTING. 
| better 

Mr. CUMMING. It is very likely. 

Mr. CUTTING. I hope he is a great deal 
| better able to accomplish it than I am, for it is 
| certainly beyond my capacity or means to carry 
/ out. But, sir, | have ne desire to disparage Mr. 
Hansen. I said that I had not had the pleasure 
of his acquaintance, and I cast no reflection upon 
him, unless it be one not to have known him. 
{Laughter.}] I have no doubt he is avery respect- 
able gentleman, and if | ever had any doubt of 
| the fact, the assertion of my friend and colleague 





I hope he is a great deal 





| from New York would have convinced me. But 
what is his proposition? Is it to run between 
New York and Liverpool? Notatall. He pro- 


poses to run to Plymouth, and thence to Antwerp, 
| Rotterdam, and Gliickstadt. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask any gentleman in this 
committee to read his most extravagant commu- 
nication, which undertakes to recommend his 
project, and to show its grand results upon the 
business of the world. He declares that, if Con- 
gress will give him a contract, it will change the 
whole trade of Europe. He proposes to divert 
all the trade and travel to Europe to a point in the 
north of Europe. He proposes to establish there 
a depot for our tobacco and cotton, and, in fact, to 
reverse and change the whole course of mercantile 
operations on the continent. And he proposes to 
do all this with four steamships, each of which 
carry five hundred tons of goods! He says, in 
effect, that with means like this he can change the 
_commerce of the world. Can any assertion be 
| more extravagant? 

Mr. CUMMING. [I ask the gentleman to per- 
mit me to make a single remark to show the dif- 
| ference between Mr. Hansen’s proposition and 
the original proposition of Mr. Collins. Mr. 
Collins came to the Government for money to 
construct his steamships with, but Mr. Hansen 
does not ask Congress to pay him one cent until 

is first trip. He aske 

for nothing to build his ships. 
Mr. CUTTING. And we are asked first to 
sacrifice Mr. Collins, and then wait until time 
| proves whether Mr. Hansen can carry his enter- 
| prise into effect! We are asked to begin by taking 
the extra compensation from Mr. Collins for the 
sake of trying an experiment with Mr. Hansen! 

Let me say one word more in reference to Mr. 
Vanderbilt’s proposal, in view of which the gentle- 
man from Kentucky asks whether this House is 
willing to stand by the Collins compensation, in 
face of the fact that there is a proposition before us 
from a responsible gentleman, who, it is said, pro- 
poses to do the same service as Mr. Collins for 
$15,000 per round trip. The gentleman very prop- 
erly said that he did not urge itas an argument 
for terminating the contract with Mr. Collins, but 
he urged it for the purpose of showing that there 
was no need to pay the extra compensation, when 
Mr. Vanderbilt was able to perform the same ser- 
vice for $15,000 pertrip. The argument, I think, 
is calculated to have greater weight with this com- 
mittee than it is entitled to. 

In the first place, 1 ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky what kind of steamships Mr. Vander- 
bilt has proposed to put upon his line? The 
proposal states that he can commence his trips in 
| thirty days from the passage of the act. Now, I 
ask the gentleman from Kentucky are the ships to 
have single or double engines? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. |! do not know, and 
I do not care, provided they carry the mails in the 
proper time. 5 

Mr. CUTTING. But it is important upon the 
point of the comparative expense of running the 
steamers, as compared with those of Collins; and 
| I propose to show that, if Mr. Vanderbilt makes 
his offer with reference to single-engine vessels, 
we are paying no more to Mr. Collins, at $33,000 
| per round trip, compared with the character of his 
| steamers, than $15,000 would be to Mr. Vander- 
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ebruary 16, 


bilt. I understand that the steamers proposed || gentleman allow me to put in that statement now | and it is this: I understand that weare now under 
by Mr. Vanderbilt have single walking beam en- || of which I spoke some time since? the five-minute rule. My colleague, [Mr. Cyr. 
gine One of the specifications in the contract Mr. CUTTING. I will do soin a moment. I || r1vc,} however, asked to be allowed to Say a few 
with Mr. Collins is, that his ships should be built | was about to observe to the gentleman from Ken- | words by way of explanation, and the permission 
with double engines, of not less than fifteen hun-  tucky, that this branch of my argument relates was granted him. He has been interrupted by 
dred horse power each. He constructed first the | to the proposition of Mr. Vanderbilt, and I was. half a dozen gentlemen, and has given way to 
Auantic and the Pacific, with cylinders each of | endeavoring to show the committee that Mr. Van- them. J asked him just now to yield me the floor 
ninety-five inches in diameter, and with nine feet | derbilt might well make money at $15,000 a trip, 


for a moment, but he refused to do it, and now [ 
length of etroke. Each ship has four boilers, with | with steamers of moderate cost. } object to his going on any longer. 
an aggregate of seventeen thousand square feetof , Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, (interrupting. ) The CHAIRMAN. 





The Chair will state to 
boiler surface. Will the gentleman from New York, before he | the gentleman from New York, in regard to hig 
Now, what class of ships does Mr. Vanderbilt || leaves this branch of the subject, inform the com- || point of order, that his colleague is occupying the 
propose to place on the line. My recollection is— || mittee whether Mr. Vanderbilt states in his letter || floor by the unanimous consent of the committee, 
and | speak from memory, without undertaking || what would be the average time that he would || and is entitled to occupy it. oh 
to vouch for the exactness of the statement—that || sequire for the performance of the trips? | Mr. CUMMING. Is there no limit to the 
two of his ships, with single engines, have not a || Mr. CUTTING. 


No, he does not; he makes || leave granted? : 
greater capacity of cylinder than any one of the || no sort of stipulation with regard to that. He is | The CHAIRMAN. One hour; the gentleman 
double engines of the Collins steamers. The || perfectly at liberty, with his single-engine boats, || has a right to occupy the floor until the expiration 
steamers running to Charleston and Savannah are | to take fourteen, fifteen, or sixteen days to make || of one hour from the time when he commenced 
examples of the style of Mr. Vanderbilt’s ships, | the trip. Let me say, in this connection, that | his remarks. / 
though smaller. His ships have but single engines, || there are now upon the Havre line two boats,one | Mr. CUTTING. My friend and colleague 
of not more than half the power or capacity of | of which was intended for the Pacific navigation, | seems to be under the impression that I have re- 
each of the double engines of the Collins steam- || and has double engines. When she was first put || fused to allow him to make a remark. I did not 
ers. upon the line, it was supposed that she would be | so intend. I hope he will take the floor now if 
Again, the tonnage of the Collins steamers, ac- | a very swift boat, and in calm weather she was | he wishes to do so. 
cording to my recollection, is about twenty-seven | so, but in coming to the westward, in the month Mr. CUMMING. I am much obliged to my 
or twenty-eight hundred tons, or about three thou- | of October, I think, she was found to be inca- | colleague, and will avail myself of his courtesy, 
sand tons, according to English measurement. || pable of making headway, and they had to lay her | The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuayp- 
‘The tonnage of one of Mr. Vanderbilt’s ships is, | up alongside the dock during the winter months. | Ler] has read to the committee a statement from 
[ think, about sixteen hundred, and of the other || Ocean steamers must be of great power or they | one of the first merchants in the United States, 
about twenty-two hundred. || fail. {have no doubt that Mr. Vanderbilt would | in which he says that Collins & Co. have received 
Now, does not every gentleman of the commit- || do whatever he contracted to do, but he offers no | only $300,000 for insurance onthe Arctic. Now, 
tee see, ata glance, that a single-engine steamer | engagement as to the time within which he will | if those gentlemen did not take the precaution to 
of sixteen hundred tons can be run for half, orless | perform his trips. 1 will now yield the floor to | insure their vessel for what she was worth, they 
than half, the expense of the Collins steamers, with | the gentleman from Pennsylvania. || deserve to lose. . 
double engines of ninety-five inch cylinders,and | Mr.CHANDLER. Ihave recovered the paper || Mr. CHANDLER. I said no such thing as 
nine feet stroke? The Baltic, if 1 mistake not, has | to which I referred a little while ago. The state- || that; I said that that was the amount now due, 
two cylinders, each of one hundred inches diam- || ment is made by one of the first merchants in the || and which had not been paid. 
eter, and ten feet stroke of piston. || world, and he pledges his word that it is correct; Mr.CUMMING. Very well; but that amount 
1 agree, sir, that Mr. Vanderbilt could run || and there is scarcely a merchant in the world that || does not come up to what you said the other ves- 
steamers, such as he contemplates, with success || would not take that pledged word as readily as an sels had cost. 


against expensive steamers of first-class size and | affidavit. I will read it: | Mr. CHANDLER. I said that that was the 
expense, because his are comparatively cheap | The total amount of stock that was subscribed |; amount now due. ‘The balance has been paid. 
vessels. ‘They cost about $300,000 each, whilst FOF WAS. ..ee0eseeeeeceeeeeeereees seeeccesees $1,132,000 | Mr. CUMMING. How much was the in- 
the Collins steamers cost over $600,000 each; and ee eee te eed due April 1........ eo surance ? 
I submit, upon these facts, that if you were togive || Interest due the stockholders for four years, they "|| Mr. CHANDLER. I do not know. 
Mr. Vanderbilt $15,000 a trip, it ia equivalent to || not having received one cent............. 0005 398,000 Mr. CUTTING. That was it, $300,000. 
twice that sum paid to Mr. Collins, relatively to || Deterioration of three steamers (one being lost) | Mr. CUMMING. Iam much obliged to my 
the coat and character of the ships. | Mawelpercone poranmum 2°" gag ggg || colleague for yielding me the floor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, (interrupting.) I be- || nue for supplies and repairs... ....''*'*"*"""* 131,000 r.G ‘ING resumed the floor. 
lieve that the gentleman from hee York made |, Due the Government balance of ioan........«.« 231,000 Mr. BRECKINRDIGE. If the gentleman from 
some comments upon the fact that this proposition || eee 


. | New York will yield the floor to me I would say 
of Mr. Vanderbilt had been thrown befere the || tected 


a single word. 
committee without notice. foe ao, ees See wigginnes | Mr. CUTTING. Certainly. 
Mr, CUTTING. I thought so. , Due by the underwriters in New York.. 40,000 | Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have looked into 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The date of that |) Steamers Auantic, Pacific, and Baltic, one _ the paper which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
proposition is February 15, 1855, from which it || StO8tss+++++++++++ rate 3 TG 2 0iR. 2,478,000 || (Mr. Sauusanl has read, and I wish to call the 
will be seen that it has only just been made to the | : 





——_——_ || attention of that gentleman and the gentieman 
Post Office Department. 1} ; 548,000 |, from New York, [Mr. Currtina,] te the fact, first, 
Mr. CUTTING. I knew that Mr. Vanderbilt || Prom which deduct the quarterly paymentdue by 





; as that it is a statement furnished to private friends 

ee ° |, the Government, January 1, but not paid for . 
had made such a proposition some time ago. I || want of an appropriation...» ...-.+++2+ 000s se 214,000 || by one of the stockholders of the company; that it 
take occasion to repeat, that I do not charge Mr. || || is not an official statement; that it is not even a 
Vanderbilt with the least intention to damage Mr. || . $334,000 || worn statement; that it does not contain a single 
Collins’s cause. It is due to him that I should || I was, therefore, correct in saying that the total || item except those of the losses which the gentle- 


: state, that when he spoke to me upon this subject || loss of the company had been $334,000. I repeat, || man from Pennsylvania has mentioned; that there 
he entirely disclaimed any idea or intention of | sir, when the word of the writer of that letter is || is no account of receipts to balance that of the 


opposing Mr. Collins. || given no oath is required. expenditure; and that, taken in the whole, it should 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Asthegentlemanhas|| Mr. LETCHER. 


\| 
Thatisno statement ef facts } have no authority whatever on this floor as an 
reached an appropriate pause in his argument, I || at all. || exhibit of the affairs of this company. 
want to call his attention to one point, if he will || Mr. CUMMING. Will my colleakue yield || Mr. CUTTING. Ihave never seen the state- 
allow me. | me the floor for a moment? | ment, and never heard of it till now; and I am 
Mr. CUTTING. Certainly. | Mr. CUTTING. As I am occupying the time || not disposed to enter intoany debate as to whether 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, Ifthe gentleman has || of the committee by its indulgence, and out of the || that statement, or that of the Postmaster General 
any statement—any authoritative, sworn state- || regular order, 1 do not feel myself at liberty to || is more accurate. 
ment, in regard to the expenditures and income || yield the floor, unless there appears to be a gene- | ment, grossly inaccurate, and I think that all these 
ef the Collins line, he will throw much light upon 


! || ral desire on the part of the committee that the | statements which come in in this way, without 
the subject if he will disclose it. If he has not | gentleman should be heard; in that case, I will | any means of verifying them, ought not to receive 
such a statement, I call his attention, not.to oy || yield cheerfully. 

e 


|, 80 much attention as they seem likely to obtain. 

thing from the Post Office Department, but to the || Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I hope thegentleman 
official report of Captain Bell, of the United States | 
| 


The latter was, in my judg- 


I think this case stands upon broader grounds than 
from New York will allow the gentleman from || upon such arithmetic of the Post Office Depart- 
Pennsylvania to give us the name of the writer of | meni as we have had placed before us. 


the statement which he has presented. | Now, Mr. Chairman, one more point. The 
Mr. CUTTING. Certainly. 


Navy—an officer of this Government, and a gen- 
tleman of high character—in which he makes an 
estimate of the income and expenditures of the | | gentleman from Kentucky has stated that these 
company, accompanying it with a statement, || Mr. CHANDLER. Thename of the writer is steamers were not entitled to the consideration of 
copied from the books of the custom-house, of the || John A. Brown. | the committee as respects the extra compensation, 
number of passengers arriving in these ships Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Wheredoeshelive? | because the idea of their being fitted for use as 
during the year 1854. If the gentleman will cake Mr. CHANDLER. In Philadelphia, sir. || war steamers is an entire delusion. I beg to say 
that and found some remarks upon it, I whall be Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. What does he know | that, at thetime the contract of Mr. Collins was 


much obliged to him. || about it? p | made, there was a specification prepared with the 
Mr. CUTTING. I promised the committee||) Mr. CHANDLER. He is a stockholder in | utmost minuteness, setting forth the exact size 


that | would be brief, and I cannot, whilst address- |, the company. || and dimensions of every timber, of all the plank- 
ing them, read Mr. Bell’s statement, so as to be | 








| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. That is a general _ ing, of the floors, and of every part of the vessel, 
able te criticise it. 


drawn up either by the Navy Department, er 
orreeted and agreed to by it, as being such a 


|| and unsworn statement. 


Mr. CHANDLER, (interrupting.) Will the Mr. CUMMING. I rise to a question of order, || ¢ 
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Perry had previously superintended the building 
of the Mississippi frigate and of the Missouri steam 
frigate, and had a more intimate knowledge of 


tothe Navy. This specification, so prepared or 
approved by the Department, was fulfilled by 
Mr. Collins, so that both Commodore Perry and 
Captain Skiddy reported that the vessels came up 
to the requirements. 

Now, | ask, if, at the end of four or five years, 
certain officers of our Navy suggest that these 
steamers might have been built stronger, or in a 
different manner, does it lie in the mouth of the 
Government—does it liein the mouth of Congress— 
to impute to Mr. Collins, or to his vessels, any 
failure or inadequacy , when they were built as the 
Government specification required they should be 


| is laid in ashes. 


| treaty entered into with Great Britain, by which 


built, and when they were reported by the Gov- || 


ernment officers as coming up to the terms of the 
contract? It seems to me that this is unjust in the 
highest degree. But, Mr. Chairman, will any 
gentleman, with the European war before him, 
say that these strong, pewerful, swift steamers of 
Mr. Collins may not become most efficient vessels 
in time of war, when itis of the utmost utility to 
transport troops with dispatch? What would the 
British Government have done without the ships 
of the Cunard line, and of others like them? What 
would the French Government have done but for 
mail steamers altogether inferier to the Collins 
steamers in point of size and power? Why, sir, 
as soon as the war broke out, seventy mercantile 
steam vessels were taken up by the-War Depart- | 
ment, and are now performing war service better, 

for practical purposes, than any frigates of the 

Navy. And the committee will observe, here | 
were two countries—France and England—each 

of which had a numerous navy of steam ships, 


| still a discrimination made by Great Britain of 
| six and a fourth cents against us upon each and 


| mailed in Paris, or anywhere upon the continent, 


| 


| cents; and, of course, they carry the greatest | 


| various ways, but the difficulty lies far deeper. 1 
steamships than any one whom I know belonging || 


| veyance for their correspondence. 
| line make trips ence a week, the Collins line once 


master General in any way by which I can get the 
figures together. I tried them this morning in 
must further say, that, if 1 comprehend this report 
correctly in another respect, it little agrees with 
the high position that this country ought to have 
assumed with reference to this question of postage 
with Great Britain. When a small, insignificant 
town like San Juan, offends our Government, it 
When a weak.and insignificant 
Power like Spain, magnificent only for the past, 
offends us, we at once demand satisfaction. 

In 1847, I think it was, there was a postal 


she contracted to make certain arrangements with 
reference to the transportation of themails. Every- 
body knows what shuffling, year after year, took | 
place in the Post Office Department of the Eng- 
lish Government upon that subject; and we have 
submitted to it—I will not say tamely, because 
that might be construed into a disrespectful ex- 

ression. In the year 1855, after having ex- 

austed all negotiation upon the subject, there is | 


every letter weighing a quarter of an ounce or less 


coming via Liverpeol to this country, if they go 
by the Cunard line of steamers. The people of 
the continent naturally choose the cheapest con- 
The Cunard 


a fortnight. The Cunard line carry letters from 
the continent free from the tax of six and a fourth | 


number of letters. I get these facts from the last 
report ef the Postmaster General. ing? 
In this state of the case gentlemen ask why it is 
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er specification as, if followed, make these vessels '| these Collins steamers? We do not want all our || amount received by the Government directly from 
ie convertible into war steamers. Mr. Collins, in || war vessels to be line of battle ships, or first-class || the Collins steamers, but he does not credit the 
nd good faith, took this specification from the Navy | frigates. We want sloops—small vessels; and we || amount the British Government is bound to pay 
a Department. ‘That Department also appointed || want, above all, such vessels as these of the Col- || for letters carried by the Cunard line. 
- Commodore Perry to superintend the building of | lins line to be employed as transports ? Mr. JONES. With the gentleman’s permission, 
: hese vessels, according to the specifications. | Now, one word as tothe postage. I must say, || I will makea further remark. As f understand it, 
i That distinguished officer witnessed, from day to | Mr. Chairman—and I put it without any disre- || we do not get one farthing from any letters carried 
day, the building of the ships, and knew whether | spect whatever—that never have I seen such a by the Cunard line. How is the peestage made 
i. or not the contract and specifications were being | confused mass of figures as the report of the Post- || up? The postage upon a letter mailed in England 
. fulfilled. Besides that, Captain William Skiddy || master General presents in regard to these ocean || to this country, is twenty-four cents, and the 
: —than whom, in my judgment, an abler ship- | steamers. It would requirea far better accountant || person mailing it there pays that sum. The letter 
wright and mechanic does not live—was specially | than I am to make out from this return the exact || is sent here by the Cunard line, and then there are 
’ employed by the War Office, as an associate with || amount of postage received on the Collins line. || three cents of the twenty-four that belong to the 
. Commodore Perry, to watch the building of The statement made by the chairman of the Com- || British Government for inland postage, and there 
these vessels. They were built according to the | mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and || are sixteen of the twenty-four cents belonging to 
specifications, and were certified to have been con- || which, I understand, he obtained from the Auditor || the British Government for ocean postage. They 
structed in substantial accommodations by both of the Post Office Department, is altogether differ- || pay to our post office five out of the twenty-four 
of the Government superintendents. Commodore | ent from the results of the reports of the Post- | cents for the inland postage of the United States, 


and we get no postage by the ocean service of the 
Cunard line. 

Mr. OLDS. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from New York, I will read an extract 
from a statement furnished by the Auditor of the 
Post Office Department, in reply to a communica- 
tion I addressed to the Postmaster General calling 
for information upon this question of postages. 

I read in this statement, ‘‘ that, for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1854, the postages by 
the Cunard line were $589,160 65; the United 
States portion $122,741 80.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I wish to know of 
the Chair how long the gentleman from New 
York is to occupy the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN. Till five minutes of four 
o’clock. 

Mr. OLDS. I will now finish my statement. 
The postage received by the Collins line was 
$265,407 75. The United States portion of that 
was $232,231 78. There was received by the 
closed mails of the Collins line, $33,599 80. Post- 
age received on newspapers by the Collins line, 
$8,909 58. Now add to the postage received by 
the Collins line the twenty per cent. allowed by 
the postal treaty between this country and Great 
Britain, and take off the twenty per cent. from 
the pestage by the Cunard line, and we have the 
total credit to the Collins line, for the year 1854, 
of $397,481 96. 

Mr. CUTTING. I must hasten through with 
what I have te say. All I have to say is this, 
however this account may stand, if this Govern- 
ment will insist that England shall show fair play, 
and allow our letters to go at the same rate as with 
theirs, it cannot but be that superior speed will 
gain the victory,and then our postage will exceed 
that ef the British. 


But if you put a discrimina- 
and yet they found that the Cunard vessels, and 


others of that class, were better fitted for certain 
purposes, in carrying on the war, than those 
which belonged to them; and, therefore, they pre- 
ferred not to use navy steamers, and to hire, at | 
ereat expense, the Cunarders and others, for the 

purpose of doing what they could do better than | 
the regular national vessels. 


Nobody has disputed that, while the Collins |) 


ships, with side wheels, cannot carry as heavy a 
battery as propellers, they can carry two Paixhan 
| 


guns of ten or eleven inch bore, and ten of medium || 


caliber. And I ask whether, for purposes of sloops, 
and particularly for purposes to which they are 
now employed by England, these vessels are not | 
altogether adequate to some of the necessities | 
which war imperiously requires? 

Again: I assert that the difference between the 
postage received by the Government and the 
money which Government appropriates to this | 
line, is not more than it would cost the Govern- | 
ment to keep in commission, for one year,a steam | 
frigate of three thousand tons burden. I call | 
upon gentlemen who know more about these mat- | 


ters than I do, to say if it is not true that it would | 


cost the Government to keep in commission, for | 
one year, a steam frigate of three thousand tons, | 
more than the difference between what the Gov- | 
ernment receives from the ocean postage and-what | 
it pays to Mr. Collins? And for that difference 
the Gutetnental has, at all times, at its command | 
first-class steamers for sudden emergencies. I 
wantto know, if it became necessary, at an instant, 


' 

| 

. 

| a country like our own, containing a population 


| that the postages received by the Collins line do 
| not come up to those received by the Cunard line. 
| The former are the finer and faster ships of the 
twe. Why is it, then, gentlemen ask, when the 
| Collins steamers are so much sought after, and 
| when they can carry intelligence so much faster, 
| that the amount of postages received by them falls 
| far short of that of the Cunard line. It is because 
this Gevernment has allowed the great, imperious 


‘| and formidable power of Great Britain to make an 


| unjust and illiberal distinction, and in the face of 
| treaty stipulations to tax American steamers with 

| six and ene fourth cents additional postage. This 
| Government ought to compel the British Govern- 
| ment te observe the faith of treaties. 1 think that 


| 


ef frem twenty-six to twenty-eight millions of | 


| people, eught always te be more determined and 


and the greatest Power on earth, than when we 


| more exacting in matters of contest between us | 
| 


have to deal with those who are incapable of de- || 


fending themselves, much less of harming us. 


Se much for the question of postages. | under-| 


steed the gentleman who is at the head of the Post 
Office Committee to say yesterday that the post- 
ages by the Collins line have been greatly increas- 
ing, and that for the last year they had increased 
to $400,000. 

Mr. OLDS. Three hundred and ninety thou- 
sand dollars. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentleman 
from New York allow me to muke asingle remark. | 


| 
| 


} 
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| longer continue it with those 


|| of terminating this extra compensation. 
| exercise of power ought always to be reasonable. 





ting tax, to our prejudice upon every letter of less 
than an ounce in weight, yeu drive the letters into 
the British mail bags. 

The gentleman from Kentucky says he objects 
to this system of ocean mail steamers. [ must 
say, if it had been in the power of this country to 
have prevented it, I should have been among the 
first te have seconded that effort, and I now say 
that there is nothing about which this Government 
can employ itself so profitably as to endeavor to 
effect an arrangement with Great Britain that 
when these contracts shal] have expired, the two 
Governments should make no contracts whatever 
for mail steamers unless they stipulate to carry 
neither passengers nor freight, thereby bringing 
them down to mere mail carriers, and not carriers 
of passengers. 

But when you have once commenced a system, 
and have induced the building of vessels, and 
made contracts, you must not turn around in the 
space of four or five years, and say you will no 
ou have made a 
contract with. You must not destroy contractors 
under a system, because you dislike it. This is 


| not the time to diacontinue extra compensation to 


Mr. Collins. Under the act of 1852, it is true, 
this Government reserved the power to give notice 
But the 


It is nota merearbitrary thing. Menhave bought 
stock, and invested capital upon the faith that the 
Government would not disturb this contract, unless 


The net revenue of all ocean postages received from | there was some good reason for so doing, before 
the Collins line, deducting the commissions paid || the expiration of the contract. 1 ask you will 
to your postmasters and your inland postage, for | you pick out this time of all others, in the hour 
the last fiscal year, according to the report of the | and day of the calamities of this company; at a 
Postmaster General, is $153,377 61. || time when the noblest of their vessels has been 

Mr. CUTTING. I understand that as the || lost, under circumstances which filled se many 


to send out a force to Cuba, orif it were necessary | 
to send a force, on a sudden emergency, to any 
part of the Gulf, would there be a vessel selected | 
by the War Department fer such purpose so. 
quickly, and with so little hesitatien, as ene of » 
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hearts in thia land with woe unutterable; will you 
select this time to break itup? I see by the papers 
that this line has recently met with another dis- 
aster, in running down an English vessel with a 
valuable cargo. Under this accumulation of ad- 
verse fortunes, will you select the present as the 
time to give the notice of discontinuance? I think 
you had better cherish them in the days of their 
udversity and trouble. ‘The same principle which 
actuated Congress in 1852, apply now, when they 
have to build another vessel. They have suffered 
great calamities, and do not add to them by taking 
away the extra compensation which they have 
heretofore received, and at a moment, too, when 
all theargumeots, which induced Congress in 1852 
to bestow it, apply with ten fold greater force for 
ile continuance, 

With these remarks, I will resume my seat, 
thanking the committee for its kind indulgence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the cost of 
the Collina steamers, the expense of running them, 
with the rates of fare for passengers, and the 


receipts for freight, we havenothing todo. That, 
air, is the private business of E. K. Collins & Co. 
Withthem | have no more to do than | have with 


the amountof goods imported by Stuart, of New 
York, or of any other merchant in that city. 
My business upon this subject, as a Represent- 
native of a tax-paying constituency, and as a legis- 
stor, 18 to inquire whether the services rendered 


| 

| 

by E. K. Collins & Co. are worth, in the first 
place, the money which we pay them; and, in the 
second place, whether or not we can get clear of 
any poruon of that expense without violating the 
contract with that company, or giving them cause 


In 1847, Collins & Co. came here 
and made a proposition, in accordance with which, 
without altering one word, Congress directed by 
law thatthe Secretary of the Navy should close 
the contract upon their own terms, which were 
that they should carry the mailstwenty round trips 
a year, and receive for it $385,000 from the Uni- 
ted States—being $19,250 for each round trip. 
‘Ley commenced the services in April, 1850, and 
in 1852 came back to Congress and represented 
that they could not carry out the contract and 
perform the services at the compensation they 
were receiving. ‘The proposition was success- 
fully advocated in Congress, that if you would in- 
crease the number of trips by six, and increase 
the compensation to $33,000 the round trip, they 


ol complaint. 


would carry out the contract and perform the ser- 


vices. 

In both cases, one of the strongest arguments 
urged was, that it was the building up of your 
Navy, and would supersede the necessity of a di- 
rect expenditure in increasing the navy establish- 
ment. That argument has now no force, for I 
believe no one now seriously contends that these 
vessels will answer for war purposes. 

Again, you were told when this compensation 
was increased that the increased mail facilities 
would so increase the correspondence between 
the two countries and, consequently, so increase 
the amount of postage asto remunerate thecountry 
for the extra expenses paid. Now, sir, theamount 
received by the Collins line from the Government, 
for the year ending 30th June, 1853 was $858,000, 
and the net revenue received through that line for 
the same year was $192,313 87, making the ex- 
cess of payment over the receipts $665,686 13. 
The payment to them for the last fiscal year was 
the same ($858,000,) and the net receipts from 
them $153,337. This shows a decrease of re- 
ceipts for the last year, from that of the preceding 
year of about $40,000. So that the loss for the 
two years has been $1,024,617 04. 

E. K. Collins & Co. commenced the service on 
the 27th of April, 1850. 

Amount paid E. K. Collins & Co. from April 27, 

1850, to June 30, 1854......... «$2,835,406 57 
Amount of ecean postages received 

for mails carried by Collins line 

from April 27, 1850, to June 30, 


RE re dios 2 


Loss on Collins line since com- 
MENCEMENE. 2.0. ee eeceveeccees oH2,100,940 56 
Mr. OLDS. 


of the gentleman from Tennessee, for this reason: 


That if Mr. Collins continues his service he re- | 


734,466 01 || to terminate the arrangement upon six months | 
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pending over him? If it is not given this year it of the merits of his amendment, to wit: the pro- 
| priety of limiting the time for the construction of 


may be the next, and will you require him to build 
another steamer under these circumstances ? 

Again, I hold that under the contract with Mr. 
Collins, the General Government are as much 
bound to pay him the extra compensation as they 
are to pay him the amount originally granted. 
After a full investigation in 1852, Congress de- 
termined that Collins & Co. should receive $33,000 
per round trip, instead of the $19,000 or $20,000 
they hed heretofore received. This, in my opin- 
ion, was in effect entering into a new contract with 
Collins & Co. Itis true that a proviso was ap- 
pended, giving Congress the right to terminate the 
extra compensation, by giving six months notice; 
but I hold, nevertheless, that Congress are just as 
much under obligation to continue the additional 
as they are the original compensation. 

The reserved right amounted to just this. If 
Congress became satisfied that they were giving 


the line too much for the service, they could term- | 


inate this portion of the compensation by giving 
the six month’s notice. But I have demonstrated 
to the House the fact that the cost of making these 
trips is largely beyond what it was in 1852, when 
this new contract was made. I hold, therefore, I 
repeat, that Congress is just as much holden for 
one allowance as for the other, until they can pro- 
duce evidence that the additional compensation is 
no longer needed. Now, sir, has any such evi- 
dence been produced? On the contrary, I have 
produced the sworn evidence of an engineer of 
the Navy Department, and of Mr. Collins him- 
self, that the cost of running the vessels has largely 
increased. But, sir, | do not propose to detain the 
committee longer; [ ask for a vote upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee and ask for 
tellers upon its adoption. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to hear the amendment 
again read, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Perhaps, as some 
gentlemen around me do not seem to understand 


my amendment, it will be better that | should state | 


what will be its effect. I propose to strike from the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio so much 
as provides for repealing the law of 1852, which 
authorizes Congress to give six months’ notice 
for terminating the allowance of additional coim- 
pensation. Ifthe amendment prevails, it will then 
leave us to vote upon the question whether we will 
give the notice now ornot. All I propose is, that 
we shall not prevent ourselves from giving the notice 
hereafter if we shall see fit. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of 


| Tennessee, and Ops, were appointed. 





Iam opposed to the amendment | 


The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 79, noes 83. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Oxps’s 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the vote 
will be taken upon the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio without further debate, and then 
let us decide the question in the House, where we 


I move that the committee do 


| can have the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


limit the time allowed for completing the new 


| steamer to six months, instead of two years. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Why, they cannot build | 


a steamer in six months. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I offer that amend- 
ment for the purpose of making a single remark, 
and then | hope a vote will be taken at once upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Oxps.] I desire, sir, to call the attention of the 
committee to that amendment. 


After repealing the proviso contained in the act of 


I do not think | 
their attention has been particularly directed to it. || 


1852, by which we reserved to ourselves the power | 


notice, the amendment goes on to provide that 


Edward K. Collins and his associates shall pro- | 
ceed, with all due diligence, to build another | 


steamship, in accordance with the terms of the 


contract, and have the same ready, in two years | 


quires another steamer. Theservice requires that | 
there should be another steamer. Now, will you || present a question of order to the Chair. The 
require him to build another with this notice im- |) gentleman is net confining himself to the discussion 


after the passage of this act—— 


Mr. CAMPBELL, (interposing.) I wish to 


| 


the steamer to six months. He is going on to 
discuss the merits of the original amendment, pro. 
posed by my colleague, (Mr. Oxps,]} and I submit 


| that that is not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the gentleman from Kentucky that he must con. 
fine his remarks to his own amendment, to the 


| propriety of reducing the time allowed for the con. 


struction of the steamer to six months. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Why, sir, when | 


was called to order 1 was engaged in stating the 


/amendment itself! Why is not that in order, [ 


| league. 


should like to know ? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will explain to the gen- 


_tleman my point of order. He was not proposing 


to discuss the amendment which he himself offered, 
but to discuss the amendment offered by my col- 
That is the point. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Why, sir, have | 
not a right to read his amendment, in order to ex- 
plain the effect which my amendment to his amend- 


/ment will have? However, I will change my mo- 


I move to amend the || 
| amendment of the gentleman from Ohio so as to 


tion, and move to strike out the ‘proviso to the 
amendment, and I hope that, instead of raising 
questions of order, the gentleman from Ohio will 
listen to that proviso, for it is certainly in order for 
me to read what I propose to strike out. It is as 
follows: 

‘Provided, That Edward K. Collins and his associates 
shall proceed, with all diligence, to build another steamship, 
in accordance with the terms of the contract, and have the 
same ready for the mail service in two years from and after 
the passage of this act. And if said steamship is not ready 
within the time above mentioned, by reason of any neglect 
or want of diligence on their part, then the said Edward K, 
Collins and his associates shall carry the United States 
mails, between New York and Liverpool, from the expira- 
tion of the said two years, every fortnight, free of any charge 
to the Government, until the new steamship shall have 
commenced the said mail service.”? 

The effect of that proviso is, first, that they 
shall have two years in which to complete the 
proposed new steamship, and next, that if, by 
reason of any neglect on their part, they fail to 
complete it within the two years, then they shall 
carry the mails, free of charge, until they docom- 
plete it. 

Now, why do we want this new steamship, 
unless we intend to make a new contract with Mr. 
Collins, after the present one has terminated, and 
unless we intend to extend this system of con- 
necting the Government with these commercial 
monopolies? Mr. Collins’s contract was for ten 
years? When did it commence? 

Several Mempers. In 1847. 

Mr. CUTTING. No, no; in 1850. 

Mr. OLDS. The first trip was made in 1849. 

Mr. CUTTING. The gentleman is mistaken; 
it was some time in the spring of the year 1850. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. When did the ten 


| years commence to run? 








Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The service com- 
menced on the 27th of April, 1850. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Very well, sir; the 
service commenced on the 27th of April, 1850, and 
was to run for ten years. That would terminate 
iton the 27:h of April, 1860. Well, they are to 
complete this new steamship within two years 
from the passage of this act. Suppose you pass 
itnow. They must have their steamer built by 
the month of February, 1857, and there will then 
remain only between two and three years of their 
term under the existing contract. 

Mr. OLDS. More than three years. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Now, why do we 
want a new steamship, to run only between two 


| and three years, unless it is intended to renew the 
| contract ? 


Mr.CUTTING. Will the gentleman allow me 
a word just there? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The contract will 
almost have expired before the vessel is completed, 
under the limitation contained in this proviso. 

Mr. CUTTING. I will explain to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, with his permission, what 
I suppose to be the reason, although [ am not 
personally informed about the matter. Under the 
original contract, Mr. Collins was allowed eigh- 
teen months to build the steamers, but it was 
found that that time was insufficient to complete 
them, and an act of Congress was passed by which 
the time was extended till 1850. Mr. Collins has 
now only three vessels—three vessels kept under 
whip and spur, to enable him te carry the mails 
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ond fulfill his contract. Those three vessels must 


— = : : : . 
‘0- | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Was there a vote put in? Just to show that the company was going r 
of run from now on for five years, without the slight- || on that proposition? 1 understood the gentleman | to an additional expense. But, sir, this is an ex- | 
to 


= = oS 


est accident, or else he will violate his contract. 
jt is, therefore, necessary that there should be a 
fourth vessel to enable him to fulfill his contract 
ypder any contingency. 

Now, | once heard the suggestion made by Mr. 
Collins himself, that the English are building a 
great iron steamship, called the Persia, of three 
inousand five hu dred tons burden, which is to be 
ready some time this coming spring 

{Here the hammer feil.] 

Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Is my time out? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. CUTTING. 1 did not mean to consume 
the time of the gentleman from Kentucky, but | 
have the floor, aud am entitled to speak five min- 
utes In opposition to his amendment, and that time 
1 will yield to him. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennnesse. But the gentle- 
man from New York has not got the floor. 

Mr. CUTTING. I believe I have. 

The CHAIRMAN. The floor has been as- 
signed to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Disney.] 

Mr. DISNEY. Mr. Chairman, I desired to 
have got the floor during the progress of the gen- 
eral debate upon this subject, but | failed to do so, 
and experience has taught me pretty thoroughly, 
the folly of attempting, in a five-minute speech, 
to give my views upon this or any other question. 
I shall perpetrate no such folly on this occasion. 

I am opposed to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, and I rise to state to the 
House the impression which has been produced 
upon my mind by the general course of this debate, 
and by the facts which have been presented for 
our consideration. I am satisfied that this Col- 
lins concern bas made no profit out of this affair, 
and the thought hasoccurred to me, that this whole 





matter might be adjusted practically with a just | 


regard to the public interest, and without giving 
any ulterior or just cause of complaint to the par- 
ties on either side. 

For one, I am willing that the contract with 
.E. K. Collins & Co. shall be continued during the 
term for which it was originally made, but I can- 
not resist the conviction that these mails can be 
transported between this country and Europe at a 
much less price and to far greater advantage to all 
the parties concerned—l mean the community at 
large. 


emanating from Mr. Hansen, of Brooklyn, which, 
in my judgment, can be successfully carried out. 
Why not authorize the Postmaster General to 
contract with this individual upon satisfactory 
sureties, to transport the mails in the manner 
proposed by him? Let that contract commence, 
say two years from this time. At that poiat of 
time the existing contract with the Bremen and 
Havre line will have terminated. ‘These two 
lines are considered failures. Thecontract of Mr. 
Hansen, then, would not increase the expenditure 
of the Post Office Department for the transpor- 
tation of the European mails, and it would, at least, 
atford an opportunity to test the experiment, 
whether these mails can or cannot be transported 
in the manner proposed by him successfully, and 
whether we cannot dispense with the necessity of 
giving gratuity to these mail lines altogether. 

Well, sir, [ am willing that these parties get 
the contract for which they propose, anda [ there- 
fore intend to introduce a proposition authorizing 
the Postmaster General to enter into a contract 
with Mr. Hansen, of such a character as he has 
indicated. 

[Here the hammer fell. ]} 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Chairman—— 


The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) No further 


debate is in order. The question is on the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I desire to wiih- 
draw it. 
The question was taken; and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. ; 
Mr. ORR. I move, Mr. Chairman, to strike 
out all that portion of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio {Mr. Oxps] which provides 
for the building of a new steamer. 453 
The CHAIRMAN. That is the proposition 
which was submitted by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Breckinrivee,] and which has been 


| more direct, well-defined 


Now, a proposition has been made to Congress, 


_had withdrawn it. 
The CHAIRMAN. There was a vote. 
| Mr.ORR. Well, I move to strike out all of 


|| the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, except 


the first five words. 

| am opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio. [ think that 
the proposition reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means ought to be adopted. I wasa 
member of the Thirty-Second Congress when this 
proposition to give increased compensation to the 
Collins line of steamers was passed. It was passed 
here, after a long and doubtful struggle, by a ma- 
jority of two votes. 1 do not know, Mr. Chair- 
man, that it was stated distinctly on the floor at 
the time, but I think it was, that it was necessary 
to give this line the increased compensation of 
$33,000, with a view of enabling the company to 
relieve itself from pressing embarrassments; and 
that, if it were continued for a little time then the 


| company would be able to get along without any 


further aid. Two yearshave expired. Congress 
reserved to itself the privilege of terminating the 
increased compensation by giving six months’ 
notice; and I venture to say here, that if that 
| reservation had not been contained in the amend- 
ment increasing the compensation from $19,250 to 
$33,000, it could never possibly have passed the 
House. 

Sull, Mr. Chairman, I think that the debate on 
this subject has been full. The proposyion of 
the gentleman from Ohio presents one distinct 
issue—the proposition of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means presents another. If the committee, 

however, should adopt the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio, and go into the Llouse, then 
there is adirect vote. If the friends of the bill 
think the amendment strong enough to be carried, 
why, let them vote it in. Wecan havethe two 
distinct propositions to vote on—the one being to 
give a notice of the termination of the increased 
compensation, according to the recommendation 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and the 


other the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 


Mr. OLDS. That is right; agreed. 

Mr. ORR. There is no proposition that can be 
adopted by the committee which can give us a 
issue, than the two 
propositions now pending. I therefore hope that, 
if the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. CHanp- 
LER] has said what he desired to say on this sub- 
ject, the debate will terminate now, that we may 
go into the House and determine the question by 
yeas and nays. 

[Cries of “Right!”’ “‘Right!’”’ ‘*Agreed.’’] 

Mr. BARRY, of Mississippi. I am very will- 
ing to let this matter be taken out of committee into 
the House, but as others have had their say, | 
think it but proper that | should make a few re- 
marks, 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to speak in opposition to the amendment of 
the gentleman from South Carolina ? 

Mr. BARRY. Yes, sir; I intend to introduce 
an amendment appropriating this increased com- 
pensation, but with an aim to the establishment of 
another line of steamers—that is, to pay the dif- 
ference between the $19,000 and the $33,000 as 
compensation to another line for running alternate 
trips with the Collins line, so ag to have weekly 
departures. If we require this quick and constant 
communication with other countries, and if we 
must give this large compensation for it, let us at 
least take care to have additional facilities for our 
money. 

Mr. SOLLERS. May I ask the gentleman 
from Mississippi if the other line he refers to is 
the Vanderbilt line? 

Mr. BARRY. It is any line that will take 
$15,000 per round trip for the service. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Yes; I understand. 

Mr. BARRY. I come back to one thing con- 
tained in the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, and which it is proposed to strike out; that 
is, the building of a new ship. These parties have 
undertaken to carry the mails, and we have no 
right to say, by subsequent law, that they shall 
build ships, or that they shall not. The con- 
tractor has got to build the ship; and if they are 
not of the kind contracted for, his contract be- 
comes forfeited. Now why, | ask, with all due 


pense which, when they entered into the contract, 
they became liable and responsible for. I can 
only regard it as having been put in for the pur- 
pose of having an effect on the committee. The 
company was bound, in its original contract, to 
build these shins, and it is unnecessary to have 
this proviso in the amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | ask if, in the ori- 
ginal contract, the company was not bound to fur- 
nish five ships? 

Mr. BARRY. Yes;and they have never done it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi permit me to state 

Mr. BARRY. Thegentleman can get the floor 
after | am through, if he chooses. I have only a 
minute or two left. Now, sir, | was proceeding 
to say that this proviso was put in simply for 
the purpose of making the amendment look more 
plausible and more strong before the House and 
the country—this proviso that the company shall 
build aship, which they are already bound to build, 
and so fulfill this mail service contract. 

Gentlemen talk of the great loss sustained by 
the company in therecent wreck of one of its ves- 
sels. That, sir, is one of the losses incident to 
every such undertaking; and they are bound to 
meet it as any other men meet losses incurred in 
the regular course of trade. About the frightful 
misfortune with which the country sympathizes 
I have only this to say: that if they had spent in 
life-boats for that vessel the money which they 
spent in ginger bread ornaments and decorations, 
there might have been hundreds of valuable lives 
saved, which are now lost to the country. The 
loss of the vessel is theirs, and the responsibility 
istheirs. And why, sir, should we becilled upon, 
at this time, to continue this large compensation; 
why should we give pap to this company, at the 
expense of the revenues of the country, which 
was intended to be only a temporary relief for a 
temporary embarrassment? They ask now to be 
favored in this manner on the plea of their recent 
misfortune. Why, sir, so far as I can see, it was 
their own conduct which made so many hearts in 
the country bleed; it was theirown conduct which 
led to a calamity from which there is hardly a 
family in the Union which bas not suffered. And 
they dare to put forward their money losses here 
as an argument in their favor, or as an appeal to 
the sympathy of Congress. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I ask my friend from Mis- 
sissippi whether he thinks Mr. Collins was to 
blame for a calamity by which he lost his family ? 

Mr. BARRY. tuo not say he was, except in 
a business point of view. My sympathies with 
him are as profound as those of any other mem- 
ber. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

‘The question was taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Orr; and it was not agreed to. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The question is now upon 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Oxps.] 

Mr. OLDS demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Caskig and WuHeeLer were 
appointed. 

‘The question was taken; and the tellers reported 





| —ayes eighty-two, noes not counted. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I am instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendment. 

The amendment was then read by the Clerk, as 


| follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the following 
sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the 


| fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855, out of any moneys 


in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, namely: 

For the transportation of the mails from New York to 
Liverpool and back, $559,238 75. 

For the transportation of the mails from New York to 
New Orleans and Charleston, Savannali, Havana, Chagres, 


| and back, $202,378 21. 


For the transportation of the mails from Panama to Cal- 


| ifornia and Oregon and back, $249,242 (2. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the following 
sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1855, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
arising from the revenues of said Department in conform- 
ity to the act of the 2d of July, 1846: 

For the transportation of the mails, in two steamships, 
from New York, by Southampton, to Bremen and back, at 

| $100,000 for each ship; and in two steamships from New 
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#hip, under the contract with the Ocean Steam Navigation 
Company of New York, $350,000. 

for the traneportation of the mails between Charleston 
and ifavana, under the contract with M. C. Mordecai, 
450.000 


For the transportation of the mails acroes the Isthmus of || 


Panama, 875,314. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It will be observed | 
by the committee that the appropriations fall short 
of the whole annual amount of the service, and 
the reason why I offer this amendment 1s, that 
thereis an unexpended balance in the Treasury 
which, to the extent it would go, is appropriated 
for that purpose. 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Breck- | 
INKIDGE’s amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. DISNEY. I now offer the amendment | 
which I indicated | would offer awhile since. | 

The amendment was then read by the Clerk, 
as follows: 

And the Postmaster General is hereby authorized, upon 
eatiatactory security being furnished for its faithful execu- 
lion, to enter into a contract with Christian Hansen, of the 
eity of Brooklyn, ‘or the transportation of the mails of the 


I'nited States, to commence with the expiration of the || 


present contracts with tbe Bremen and Havre lines, in four 
steamers or propellers, of not less than two thousand tons 


burden each, from the city of Brooklyn, in the State of New 
York, twice a month, via Plymouth,in England, Antwerp, 
otterdam, to Gliickstadt, on the river Elbe, near Hamburg. 
‘The umes of departure to be fixed as the Postmaster Gen- 
eral ehall direct. The said steamers to be built under the 
direction and supervision of the Secretary of the Navy, 


and the right to purchase them at a price to be fixed by 


valuation shall be reserved to the Uniied States, and asa 
consideration for the transportation of the mails as herein 
provided, the Postmaster General is hereby authorized to 
contract to pay the said Christian Hansen, the sum of 
#55,000 per annum, or $14,791 per round wip, payable 
quarterly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I make the point 
of order that there is no law authorizing the ap- 
propriation contemplated by the gentleman in his 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, under 
the Slst rule, that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had under consideration the state of the Union 
generally, and particularly House bill (No. 595) 
making appropriation for the transportation of 
the United States mail, by ocean steamers and 
otherwise, during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June, 1856, which they had directed him to 
report to the House with two amendments. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I demand the pre- 
vious question on the bill. 

The previous question was seconded. 

‘The main question was then ordered to be now 
put. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to inquire of the 
Speaker, whether, under the rules, this bill will | 
come up in the morning, if the House now ad- | 
jyourns: 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been | 
ordered to be now put, and the Chair thinks it 
will be the first business in order in the morning. 

The question was then put upon the mation to | 
adjoura; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly, at twenty minutes 


past four, adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
e’clock, m. ‘ 


I move the House 


IN SENATE. 
Sarorpay, February 17, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivevren. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. | 


The President pro tempore laid before the Senate | 
a message of the President of the United States, 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate of Decem- | 
ber Il, 1854, asking for copies of corregpondence | 
relative to the late difficulties between the consul of 
the French Government at San Francisco and the 
Federal authorities in the State of California; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Also,a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 1 
m compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 10ch instant, calling for a statement of the 


amounts of silver purchased for recoinage; also, || the Committee on Finance. 
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| and ordered to be printed. 
| PETITIONS, ETC. 


| Moore & Hascall, for improvements in mowing || 


the reasons for the difference of the prices paid at 
Philadelphia and New Orleans for the silver re- 
coined; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
' communicating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, all the original papers, including a 
report of the Commissioner of Customs, in rela- 
tion to the claim of Gibbons and Kelly, contractors 
for building light-houses in Oregon and California; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims, 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of the | 
Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Company, 

raying that the joint resolution of the House of 

epresentatives, now before the Senate, disap- 


proving the act of the Legislative Assembly of the 


| Territory of Minnesota, incorporating that com- || 

| pany, may be rejected by the Senate; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Territories. 

| Also, documents in relation to the claim of 

| Jesse Posey, asoldier in thelate war with Mexico, 

| to a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 

| tee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 

| of Alton, Illinois, praying that a pension may be 

| allowed William Young, who was wounded in 

firing a salute in honor of ex-President Fillmore, 

on the occasion of his visit to that city; which 

| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Illinois, || 

against the renewal of patents heretofore granted 
to Cyrus H. McCormick, Obed Hussey, and 


| 


and reaping machines; which was ordered to lie on 


the table. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of || 


| citizens of lowa, praying the establishment of a || 


mail route from McGregor’s Landing to Inde- 

| pendence, in that State; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens | 


|| of Pennsylvania, praying the immediate repeal of 


the fugitive slave law; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. |] 

Also, a petition of electors of Worcester, Mas- || 
sachusetts, praying that no State may hereafter be | 
| admitted into the Union whose constitution does 
not expressly prohibit slavery therein; which was || 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a resolution 
of the Legislature of lowa in favor of an appro- 
| priation to compensate the citizens of lowa who 
were called into service by the Governor thereof 
to repela threatened invasion of that Territory by 
| the people of Missouri: which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Iowa, || 
| in favor of the establishment of a mail route from 
Bear Grove to Council Bluffs, and additional mail 


\| facilities from Fort Des Moines to Council Bluffs; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of lowa, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Elkader to In- 
dependence, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of lowa in 





favor of reducing the rates of ocean postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Iow1 
in favor of the establishment of a regular line of 
steamers, to be employed in the trade between the | 
United States and the coast of Africa; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of lowa 
against the renewal of the patents of McCormick, 
Hussey, and Moore & Hascall for improvements 
in mowing and reaping machines; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Iowa 
concerning the protection of settlers and emigrants | 


| between the Mississippi valley and the Pacific 
| ocean, including the establishment of postal and 
| telegraphic communications across the American 


continent; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly of | 
Iowa, praying that the duties on sugar and mo- | 
lasses may be abolished; which was referred to 


ii 
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Also, a memorial of the General Aesembly of 
Iowa, praying the construction of a railroad be. 
tween the States bordering on the Mississipp; 
river and Pacific ocean; which was ordered to |ie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Also, an additional document in relation to the 
petition of Orson Young; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial adopted at a meeting of citj- 
zens of Keokuk, Iowa, praying that ten thoy. 
sand acres of the public lands may be set apart 
for the purpose of colonization on scientific and 
equitable principles; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented six petitions of citi. 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying an appropriation 
for the erection of a building for the post Office, 
custom-house, and United States Courts in the 
city of Philadelphia; which were referred to the 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented four petitions of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, prayingan appropriation 
for the erection of a building for the post office, 
custom-house, and United States courts in the 
city of Philadelphia; which were referred te the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. COOPER, ii was 


Ordered, That James A. Glanding have leave to with- 


| draw his petition and papers. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I desire to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papers of Elizabeth V. Drane. 

The PRESIDENT. Has there been an ad- 
verse report upon them? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. There has 
been. 

The PRESIDENT. Thenit is against the rule 
to withdraw them without some reason for it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. The peti- 
tioner wishes them for her own use. 

Mr. MASON. Therule, I understand, is, that 
when an adverse report has been made, the papers 
cannot be withdrawn unless some proper reason 
be assigned for it. ° 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was recommitted Senate bill No. 
524, with instructions to report a bill with specific 


|| appropriations for the several harbors or other 


works on the lakes mentioned in the above bill, for 
which, in their judgment, appropriations should 
be made, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the improvement of certain harbors on the north- 


' ern lakes; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and made the special order for Monday 
next, at one o’clock. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


| were referred the following bills, asked to be dis- 


charged from their further consideration, for the 
reason that they were embraced in the bill he had 
just reported for the improvement of certain har- 
bors on the lakes; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor of Conneaut, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Ashtabula, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Fairport, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Cleveland, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Huron, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 


| at the mouth of the Black river, Ohio; 


A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 


| of Sandusky City, Ohio; 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 


_ harbor of Dunkirk, New York, on Lake Erie; 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Oswega, New York, on Lake Ontario; 

A bill making an appropriation for a steam 
dredge on Lake Ontario; 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek, New 


| York, on Lake Ontario; 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Buffalo, New York, on Lake Erie; 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Sodus Bay, Waynecounty, NewYork, 


‘| en Lake Ontario; and 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 








185: 


harbor 

on Lak 
Hea 

to who! 


to pay 
Contine 
thereon 
rinte 
P Mr. 
nance, 
the He 
to the 
for the 
the Un 
1856, | 


in. 

Mr. 
Post ¢ 
a bill 
repor' 
of at 
He 
whon 
Bing! 
Reve 
and» 
sustt 
in W 
vers 
orde 
M 

to W 
the 
pen 
thal 
whi 
I 
tar’ 
He 
fen 


——— as 








1859. 





harbor of Sodus Bay, Cayuga county, New York, 
on Lake Ontario. 


He also, from the Committee on Public Lands, 





to whom was referred the petition of James Har- || 
per and Robert W. Harper, praying that a law | 
may be passed authorizing the State of Virginia || 


to pay her revolutionary officers as those of the 
Continental line, submitted an adverse report 
thereon ; which was agreed to, and ordered to be 
rinted. 
: Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the amendment of 
the House to the second amendment of the Senate 
to the bill of the House making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending 30th of June, 


1856, recommended that the Senate concur there- || 


in. 
Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on the 


THE C 


Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred | 


a bill to aid in the transportation of the mails, 
reported it back with an amendment in the form 
of a substitute. 

He also, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was referred the petition of Thomas H. 
Bingham, son of Ralph Bingham, a soldier of the 
Revolution, praying remuneration for the services 
and sufferings of his deceased father, and losses 
sustained on account of the depreciated currency 
in which his pension was paid, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which wae agreed to, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom were referred documents in relation to 
the claim of the heirs of Stephen Morrill, to the 


pension due their father, together with a bill for | 


that purpose, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred a bill from the 
House making an appropriation for military de- 
fenses at Proctor’s Landing, in Louisiana, re- 
ported it back, without amendment: 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom were referred additional do- 
cuments in the case of Robert M. Hamilton, who 
claims compensation for diplomatic services while 


United States consul at Montevideo, submitted an | 


adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- | 


vate Land Claims, to whom was referred a bill for 


the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of | 


Pierre Cazelan, deceased, reported it back with- 
out amendment, together with a report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of Cephise Piseros, widow of 


Louis Labranche, praying the confirmation of her 
title to a certain tract of land, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of Cephise 
Piseros, widow of Louis Labranche, of the parish 
of St. Charles and State of Louisiana, which was 
read, and passed toasecond reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Charles J. Swelt, praying compensation as purser 
during the time he acted as such on board the San 
Jacinto, submitted a report, accompanied* by a 
bill for his relief; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to protect officers and 
other persons acting under the authority of the 
United States; which was read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to sell revenue cutters oe and 
Harrison, and to build or purchase four other 
small boats for the revenue service of the lakes; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs, to whom were referred the amendments of 
the House of Representatives to the bill to pro- 
mote the efficiency of the Navy, together with the 
amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Pratt, re- 
ported in favor of concurring in the amendments 
of the House of Representatives. 


SURVEY OF RED RIVER. 
Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- 


] . : . tet . Ie i ! 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 
_Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
nish to the Senate the report of Colonel Fuller, of his late | 


|| Survey of the Red river, in the region of the raft, with the 
| accompanying map. 





. 
| CONVICT AND PAUPER IMMIGRATION. 
| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the fol- 
| lowing resolution for consideration: 
Whereas, the Constitution of the United States confers 
| 


on Congress the power to establish a uniform rule of natu- 
ralization, and is silent as to the exercise of any power over 
the subject of immigration : And whereas, it is declared in 
| the Constitution that all powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited to the States by 
it, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people : 
Therefore— 

Resolved, That Congress has no power to pass any law 
regulating or controlling immigration into any of the States 
or Territories of this Union. But that the power to pre- 
scribe such rules and regulations touching this subject as 
may be deemed necessary to the safety and happiness of the 
people, belongs to the States respectively, or the people : 
And that each State may determine for itself the evils result- 
ing trom the great influx of criminal and pauper immigra- 
tion to this country, and apply such remedy as their wisdom 
may suggest, or their safety demand. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWARD asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a joint 
resolution, authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury to settle the claim of Alfred G. Benson, on 
| the principle of equity and justice; which was read 
|| twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
|| on Foreign Relations. 


MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed a bill making 
appropriations for the transportation of the United 
States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, for 
the fiscal years ending June 30, 1855, and June 30, 
1856. 





STEAMER FANNY FERN. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of William W. Martin, asking for the 
passage of an act to authorize the Secretary of 
|| the Treasury to change the name of a certain ves- 
sel therein named, to report a bill to change the 
name of the American-built steamer Fanny Fern 
to that of Thomas H. Stuart, and ask for its im- 
mediate consideration. 

The bill was read twice, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The steamer was wrecked by a collision, was 
abandoned by herowners to the underwriters, and 
has been purchased and is now owned by William 
W. Martin, of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
admit her to register under the new name. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred a || 
resolution on the subject, to report a bill for the || 
further relief of the surviving officers, non-commis- || 
sioned officers, soldiers, and seamen, who served } 
in the war of the Revolution. 

The bill was read by its title. 

Mr. CASS. I hope it will be read a second |) 
time and considered now. There can be no ob- 
jection to it. It isa bill which simply provides || 
that every revolutionary officer or soldier now 
living, who is upon the pension roll at a pension || 
of less than $100 per annum, shall receive that | 
sum. I do not suppose that a voice can be raised 
against itin the Senate. It is founded upon letters | 
which I have received from one or two individuals, || 
poor old pensioners of ninety-two and ninety- || 
three years of age, who are now compelled to su | 
sist on the means of others. i: a 

Mr. HAMLIN. Fshall a no objection || 
to the passage of that bill; but 1 doask that itmay | 
not be finally considered now, wad for this reason: | 
there is a class of widows of those mho served in | 
the revolutionary war, who are entitled a com- || 
pensation equally with these persons. An armend- | 
ment is pending upon the pension appropriation | 
bill to meet their case. The Committee on Finance | 
have, this morning, reported a recommendation to | 
concur with the House in rejecting that amend- 
ment. Now, if the Senate should see fit to do | 
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that, I propose to add that amendment to this bill. 


| I have not prepared it, but I will have it ready on 


Monday morning. If the bill then comes up, I 
shall interpose no objection to it. 


The bill was read a second time; and its further 


| consideration postpoued until Monday next. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. CASS. I desire to give notice that on Mon- 
day, I shall ask the indulgence of the Senate to 
make some explanations which may perhaps be 
considered as personal. The Senate will recollect 
that during the last session, I called its attention 
to a declaration made by the British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, in the House of Lords, 
that a union had been formed between France and 
England that looked to every question of policy 
through the world. Since then, and recently, a 
statement has appeared in the public papers pur- 
porting to be, and I have no doubt it is, by the 
authority of Lord Clarendon, denying that the 


| true construction was put upon his words, and 


condemning, pretty severely, the course I pursued. 
I now repeat, that on Monday J shall ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senate to make some remarks upon 
the subject. 


ANTONY WALTER BAYARD. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. [ am instructed by the 
Committee on Pensions to report favorably on the 
bill of the House increasing the pension of An- 
tony Walter Bayard, of Bellefonte, in the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The man for whose relief 
that bill is recommended saved General Taylor’s 
life and his command at Fort Harrison. He was 
one of two or three men who volunteered their ser- 
vices to extinguish a fire of an outbuilding that had 
been fired by the enemy. His companions were 
at once shot down, and himself wounded, but he 
succeeded. I hope the Senate will consider the 
bill now. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered the bill. It raises the amount which 
the pensioner now receives from eight dollars to 
twenty dollars a month; the increase to commence 
from the Ist January 1852, and to continue during 
life. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading. It was read the third time, and passed. 


NEW ORLEANS CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution in relation to the New Orleans cus- 
tom-house, to report it back without amendment, 
recommend its passage, and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, considered 


| the joint resolution as in Committee of the Whole. 


It will give authority to the Secretary of the 


|| Treasury to make such a change in the mode of 


constructing the New Orleans custom-house as 
will be best, in his judgment, to lighten the founda- 


| tions from the great weight of the superstructure. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
athird reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the amendments of the House to 
the bill to promote the efficiency of the Navy, and 
asked the Senate to act upon them now, but at the 
earnest desire of gentlemen who wished to go 
through with other business, he withdrew his mo- 
tion. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now move that the Senate 
take up and consider the amendment of the 
House to our amendment to the bill making appro- 
priations for the payment of invalid and other 

ensions of the United States, for the year ending 
une 30, 1856. There is but one question pre- 
sented which, I think, we can very soon decide. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate passed the bill on the 20th of De- 
cember last, with three amendments. The first 


| was to add: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any moneys 
appropriated by the act of 3lst of May, 1854, to supply 
deficierecies for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1854, appfteable to the payment of pensions of invalids 
who were wownded on board private-armed vessels during 
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the last war with Great Britain, not required under the | to have it disposed of to-day, and let the question 


provisions thereof, may be applied to the same purpose for 
the year ending June JU, 1855. 


The House agreed to this amendment, and also 

to the third amendment of the Senate, which was 

inend the utle of the bill by adding, ‘‘ and for 
other purposes, és 

‘The second amendment of the Senate was to 
add: 

Suc. 3. And he it further enacted, That the widows of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, mangoes, or mar- 
nere. who served in the Navy of the United States during 
the revolutionary war, and who were married since the Ist 
day of January, 1800, shall be entitled to pensions in the 
same manner, and to the same extent, as the widows of 
officers and soldiers of the army of the Revolution, under 
the second section of the act of February 5, In53; and the 
pensions granted by this act, and those under said second 
section of the aetof Pebruary 3, 1853, shail commence on 
the 4th of March, 146. 


The House agreed to this, with an amendment, 
to strike out “and the pensions granted by this 
act, and those under said second section of the act 
of February 3, !853, shall commence on the 4th 
of March, 1848.’" The question is on concurring 
in thie action of the Hlouse, as recommended by 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘The reason for that amend- 
ment, which the Committee on Finance recom- 
mend the Senate to concur in, is given in a letter 
from the Commissioner of Pensions, which I| ask 
to hhuve read. 

‘The Secretary read as follows: 


PENSION Orvice, December 26, 1854. 


Sin: [have received yournote of the 23d instant, calling 
my attention to the wnendments, adopted by the Senate, to 
the bill making appropriation for the payment ot invalid 
and other penstous of the United States for the year ending 
the 40 b day of June, 1856, and asking me to furnish you 
wilh anestimate of the amount of nnoney necessary to meet 
its requerements, and also an explanation Of ils provisions, 
and iis etlect on our pension system 

Phe amendment 1 question Cousists of two propositions. 
The first extends the benefits of the provision of the second 
section of the act of February 3. 1554, to the widows of the 
officers, non commissioned officers, mariners, and marines 
who served in the Navy of the United States during the 
revolutionary war. The second proposition requires all 
pensions under said section to be made to commence on the 
dit day of March, leds Vhe effect of the first proposition 
will be an addivion of about twenty five persons to the pen 
siow list, Whose annual stipend will amountto about $2,000. 
lis proposition harmomzes entirely with all tormer pen 


the revoluuionary War, and is required to supply an acci- 
dental omission in the act of February 3, 1853. 


' come up on the other bill. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- 
curring in the amendment of the EHlouse. 

Mr. ADAMS. I! wish to ask the Senator from 
Virginia a question. The widows of revolution- 
ary soldiers were entitled to a certain pension. 
In many instances, the former incumbent of the 
Pension Office determined, after the death of the 
soldier who had been in the receipt of a pension, 


_which was granted upon sufficient and satisfac- 
| tory testimony, that it required additional testi- 


mony from the widow to secure her pension. So 
unjust was that decision, that in 1848 Congress 
passed a law making the granting of the pension || 
to the deceased husband sufficient evidence of his 
services. In conformity with the previous unjust 
and illiberal construction, the Pension Office de- 


termined that where the widow had died, after the 


| 


death of the husband, before the passage of the | 
law of 1848, the heirs were not entitled to it. 


| The law was based upon the ground that an im- 


proper construction had been given to the rights 


| of the parties; and if I understand the amendment 


correctly, it was to obviate that difficulty. If so, 
| am opposed to concurring in the action of the 
House. That law was based exclusively upon 
the ground that the testimony upon which the 
original pension was granted should be taken as 
conclusive evidence. Rights became vested under 
that. ‘The construction of the Pension Office was 
illiberal, unjust, and a palpable violation of the 
intention of Congress. Congress passes a law. 
The Department thinks proper to legislate upon 
it; refuses to carry out the palpable intention of 
Congress, and compels Congress to open the door 
wider and wider, and wider and wider continu- 
ally. That course has cost this Government 


| more than all other causes put together. If I 


| 
sion acts relating to the widows of officers and soldiers of 


The second proposition will give to each pensioner under 
the second section of the actof February J, 1854, an amount 
equal to the pension of such person tor a period of four 
vears and eleven months, ‘The amount to each pensioner 
will vary from SY 3 to 32,950, according to the amount of 
pension to whith they are now respeciively entitled. This 
Department has decided that the second section of the act 
of Pebruary 3, 1853, is a new law; that it creates a new 
class of pensioners not before entitled, and being silent as 
to the time when tts benetits are to commence ; that it is 
controlled by the opinion of the Attorney General, dated 
October 24, 1836 ; and, consequently, that it can confer no 
right unterior to its passage. All pensions under it have, 
therefore, been made to commence on the day the act was 
approved 

‘The number of persons already admitted to the pension || 
roll under this act, is two thousand five hundred and foriy 
five. The number of applications suspended, most of 
whieh will yet be admitted, is two hundred and eighty-six. 
Applications are now being presented at the rate of some- | 
thing oversixtyamonth. Itis, theretore, manifest that the 
number of pensioners under this section will soon exceed || 
three thousand. The average annual stipend to these 
pensioners is a trifle over eighty duilars. —[t will require, 
therefore, at least, $240,000 to pay these pensioners one 
year; $1,180,000 to pay them for the time specified inthe | 
proposed amendment. Besides, the husbands of many of 
these pensiovers have lived since the 4th of March, 1848, 
and have received their pensions to the time of their death. 
‘This amendment will give to these widows a pension for 
the same time their husband received theirs, which has 
heretoiore been prohibited by law. 

I bave thus endeavored to answer your inquiries as con- 
cisely as possible, and while | would not urge one objection 
to the adoption of this amendment, | would most earnestly | 
request that in case the House of Representatives concur | 
with the Senate, that you will take the proper measures to 
have the bill for the payment of invalid and other pensions | 
further amended, so as to appropriate a sufficient sum to 
meet the increased demand under this act, which will be | 
not less than $1,000,000, | 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obe. | 
dient servant, L. P. WALDO, Commissioner. | 

i 
| 


lion. R. M. T. Hunter, United States Senator. | 
Mr. HUNTER. | 





| 
| 


I wish to suggest to the | 


Senator from Maine, that he had probably better | discussion 1 trust the Senator will give way, and 
make the question in regard to this provision on | let the bill go over until Monday. | 


the bill reported by the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. 


' much of the amendment as proposed to pat the 


| same footing as those of the Army, and disagree || 


| to it, and ask for a conference ? 


am not mistaken in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, which has been disagreed to by the House, l 
hope the action of the House will not be concurred 
in, and that a committee of conference will be 
secured, so as to mairmtain the rights which were 
declared by that act. 

Mr. HUNTER. TheSenator from Mississippi 
is mistaken. The amendment does not relate to 
the case which he suggests. In 1853 there was 
a provision passed giving the widows of the offi- 
cers of the army of the Revolution five years’ 
pension. The amendment proposed to put those 
of the Navy upon the same footing, which was | 
not done in the act of 1853, and to allow them to 
receive back pensions from 1848. It has nothing 
to do with the testimony. It only relates to these 
arrearages of pensions. The House agreed to so 


widows of those who served in the Navy upon the 


to the other part which proposed to give thearrear- | 
ages of pensions for nearly five years. 

Mr HAMLIN. This is an important ques- | 
tion; and I should be very glad if I could get the 
attention of the Senate while | state, as briefly as 1 
can, the reasons which I[ think should induce us 
to insist upon this provision. Let me inquire of 
the Chair if it is now in order to submit a motion 
to insist upon the amendment of the Senate, or 
rather to disagree to the amendment of the House 
Will not that 
have priority over a motion to concur? 

Mr.HUNTER. The motion which terminates 
the contest, has priority over the one which pro- 
longs it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Very well; I move that the 
Senate disagree to the amendment of the House, 
and ask a conference. 

Mr. HUNTER. The motion which I sub- 
mitted, under direction of the Committee on 
Finance, would terminate the contest, and, there- 
fore, has priority over that of the Senator from 
Maine, which would prolong it. That istherule. || 

Mr. HAMLIN. [If it is not in order to make | 
the motion which I indicated, I hope the Senate 
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| ished business, and be then disposed of. 


| great measures. 
| great extent, the friends of the other; and I am 
| confident that, if we take up the unfinished busi- 
| ness this morning, it will be disposed of to-day. 


February we. 


I am very anxious that the unfinished business 
of Thursday—the Pacific railroad bill—shall be 
taken up and disposed of to-day. I had no idea 
that this matter would lead to discussion, or | 
should have objected to its consideration. I hope 
the Senator from Virginia will consent that the 
bill shall go over until Monday. 

Mr. HUNTER. Under the circumstances | 
will not insist, as it was the general understand. 
ing that this bill should not interfere with other 
business this morning. 

Mr. GWIN. I move that the further consid- 
eration of this bill be postponed until Monday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. GWIN. I now move that we proceed to 
the consideration of the unfinished business of 
Thursday—the bill for the construction of a rail- 
road from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pa. 
cific ocean. 

Mr. CLAY. I thought there was an under- 
standing between the Senator from California and 
myself on Thursday last that to-day should be 
devoted to the consideration of the bill to extend 


/acredit of three years to railway companies to 


pay for duties on railroad iron. 
will not now break that agreement. 
Mr.GWIN. At the ume to which the Sena- 
tors refers, | supposed that the rule setting apart 
Friday for private bills had been repealed, and 
that this bill would come up yesterday as unfin- 
1 was 
informed on that morning that the rule had been 


I trust that he 


_ repealed, a resolution for the purpose having been 
submitted on the previous day. 


I never knew 
otherwise until | came into the Senate Chamber 
yesterday. The Senate will recollect, however, 
that when the proposition to which the Senator 
from Alabama alludes was made, the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Pratt,]| and others, objected to 
any bargains at all, as they wished to debate the 
question. I said simply, that, so far as | was 
concerned, | did not wish to debate it. 1 hope, 
now, there will be no contest between these two 
The friends of the one are, toa 


Let me tell the Senator from Alabama that some 
of the best friends of the measure which I seek to 


_ have considered are in favor of this bill, and will 


urge its passage, and I hope there will be no con- 
flict between them. 


The PRESIDENT. The Senate adjourned on 


| Thursday last, leaving as unfinished business, Sen- 


ate bill No 273, for the construction of a railroad 


' from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific 


ocean. 

The time for the consideration of the special 
orders having arrived, that bill is, therefore, now 
before the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
without any motion. 

Mr. CLAY. As itis a matter of life or death, 
I think, with either of these measures to be con- 
sidered at once, and, as I believe, to defer the bill 
which I desire to have taken up, will result inev- 
itably in its defeat in the other House, even if it 
should pass here, which | consider certain, | move 
now toepostpone until Monday the consideration 


| of the unfinished business, with a view of taking 
"up the bill to give a credit of three years for the 


payment of duties on railroad iron. 
r. DOUGLAS. On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I am very much opposed 
to the bill indicated by my friend from Alabama, 
but [ feel bound from courtesy to vote for his 
motion. While 1 was absent, he, and other gen- 
tlemen, forbore to press the bill which he now 
desires to have taken up. Iam opposed to that 
measure, and when it is taken up [ shall be 


obliged to debate it still further, and I have no 


will disagree to the recommendation of the Com- | doubt it will lead to prolonged discussion. For 


mittee on Finance. 
Mr. GWIN. If this matter is about to lead to | 


Mr. HAMLIN. I think I shall not occupy | 


Jones,] which was laid over until Monday. Let‘) more than ten minutes. 
Mr. GWIN. But the Senator will be replied || Butler, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, 


us have the appropriation bill finally passed, and | 


if we are to have this additional legistation, let it to by others, and thus the discussion will be 


| that reason, I hope his motion will not prevail, 
although I feel bound, through courtesy, to vote 
| for it myself. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


resulted—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell, Brodhead, Brown, 


| Fitzpatrick, Gitlette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, 


; : | Mason, ! » Pett asti S Wells 
be done on the other bill. I called thisup, hoping || continued. | fason, Morton, Pettit, Sebastian, Sumner, Walker, Wells, 


and Wilson—25. 
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